The United Reformed Church Northern Synod
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS
Grants & Loans Application Form


PLEASE READ THE GUIDELINES BEFORE COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION

	Applicant church:


	Location:



Please write clearly, and attach additional sheets where necessary

Section 1: Environmental improvements

1.1	Briefly outline the proposed alterations
	


















1.2	How will this improve the energy efficiency of the building?
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The United Reformed Church (Northern Province) Trust Limited
Registered Charity No 1132154 (England) : Company No 134549 (England) : Limited by guarantee
Formerly known as the Durham and Northumberland Congregational Union (Inc)
Registered Office: 4 College Lane Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8JJ
1.3	If you have received professional advice on your building’s carbon footprint and how emissions may be reduced, please attach a copy.
	NOTE: The Synod is rolling out free thermal surveys in 2026-27.
	Yes/No




Section 2: Church context

2.1	What is your church’s long term vision as a worshipping community?
	














2.2	How large is your average congregation, and how do you see this changing over the next 10 years?
	







2.3	How many serving Elders do you have?
	




2.4	Do you expect to have enough people with the right skills and qualities to fill leadership roles in the church for the next 5 years?
	







2.5	Is the building the right size for the church’s current and future needs?
	








2.6	Please give details of average use of each part of the building (if not shown in an environmental report).  Is it being well used?
	













Section 3: Applicant details

3.1	Contact Name



3.2	Contact Address







3.3	Contact Telephone



3.4	Contact Email (if you are happy to be contacted by this method)



Section 4: Payment Details

4.1	BACS payment to be sent to (usually the church’s bank account)
Account name:	
Sort code:	
Account number:	

4.2	When is the money likely to be needed?





Section 5: Project Summary

5.1	Please list any other churches or organisations involved in this work




5.2	Please detail the costs of the environmental improvements
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	



5.3	Church’s current financial position
	Total financial resources available to the church
	

	Amount set aside as reserves (in accordance with your reserves policy)
	



5.4	How is this money to be raised? (and is it definite or merely sought?)
	Money in hand
	

	To be raised by local church(es)
	

	Grants:
	

	
	

	
	

	Grant sought from Trust
	

	Loan sought from Trust
	

	TOTAL
	



Section 6: Further Details

6.1	How would you describe the general condition of the building?
[   ] Good	[   ] Fair	[   ] Poor > please give further details





6.2	What progress have you made with the repairs and maintenance recommended in your latest quinquennial inspection?








6.3	Is the church a listed building, and if so what grade?



6.4	Are these estimates or fixed prices?



6.5	When did your church last review its safeguarding policy?



6.6	When did your church last review its health & safety policy?



6.7	Have you considered the environmental impact of your project?



Section 7: Resolution

We confirm that the above particulars are correct to the best of our knowledge, and that at a meeting of this church held on ……………………………..…………… it was agreed to apply for the above grant.

Signed (Chair) ……………………………………………………………………………

Signed (Secretary) .………………………………………………………………………

Date …..……………………………………………………………………………………

Please return this application form with copies of environmental report, quotations, accounts, reserves policy, etc to: trust@urc-northernsynod.org, or by post to:
The Trust Officer, 
The United Reformed Church (Northern Province) Trust Limited, 
4 College Lane, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE1 8JJ

FOR OFFICE USE:
Application Form completed
Quotations enclosed
Accounts filed
Reserves Policy filed
Safeguarding Policy up to date
M&M Assessment up to date
Check costs equal money to be raised
Ordinary application	OR   Exceptional application
Note: Query any items not ticked
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