A Prayer for Jerusalem
(Remembering Psalm 48)
Holy One,
in a dangerous world
we remember the possibilities of peace
inbuilt into your creation

in a world torn by fear and hatred,
insecurity and personal, national and international strife
we remember your call to pray for the peace of Jerusalem
which increasingly becomes a symbol and focus
for much that causes suffering in the world

Holy One,
we remember that even as we pray for peace
we need to pray for our own peace,
with ourselves and with our past
with our neighbours, near and far
with our colleagues at work
and with fellow church members

and so we pray, conscious of our weakness,
but conscious also of your power at work in us 
to bring new health and life,
the same power that is shed abroad by your Spirit
to bring healing and renewal to the wide world.

We do, then, pray for the peace of Jerusalem
and for the whole state of Israel
and we pray for the peace of the whole state of Palestine, in the Gaza strip and in the West Bank.

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer
We pray wisdom, humility and compassion 
for the politicians and peoples in conflict,
for the thousands who have been hurt and maimed and killed by the bombs.
Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer
We pray courage and safety and good skill
for those who seek to heal wounds physical, 
mental and spiritual

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer
And we pray for those other countries in the middle east, in the world, 
whose influence is for good or evil.

Hold back the hands of those 
who would bring destruction
and strengthen the influence of those 
who would bring true peace with justice.

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer
Holy One, though our prayers are weak
your power is strong to strengthen them.

Be God in your world, in your church.

Take control of our wayward humanness
and release our full potential 
for beauty and cooperation and earthly development.
We are yours and you are ours;
hear our prayers in the name of Jesus, 
our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 
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