PART ONE

Responding to 

OLD 

TESTAMENT Stories

1. A SONG FOR ISAAC

Genesis 22



       tune:  Watson’s 23rd Psalm Tune

1. (WOMEN, singing for Sarah)

Bright laughter livened the desert air,


and gladness circled around,

    
for God had kept all his promises -


this mother's joy knew no bounds.

   
Our baby ISAAC was beautiful


- a precious gift of God’s grace -

     
a child through whom many more must come


to make a mighty race.

2. (ALL TOGETHER)


So, let each heart lift with joyfulness


at what God’s kindness can do - 


for ev’ry ISAAC, for each new birth,


for ev’ry promise come true.


Let lives be filled with true thankfulness


for all the goodness You share,


until our lives daily demonstrate


our God’s own faithful care.

3. (MEN, singing for Abraham)


At God’s command, but with heavy heart,


I strapped my child to the pyre.


Could God require such a sacrifice -


destroy us all by this fire?


I told myself and I told my son


that somehow God would provide,


that if we kept truly trusting God,


we would not be denied.

4. (ALL TOGETHER)


Sometimes we find You a shocking God -


we cannot fathom Your ways -

yet by such stretching and testing times

You plumb the depth of our praise.

So when it seems You've deserted us,

abandoned promise and care,


help us to hold to our faithfulness


until we know you're there!


5. (MEN, singing for Abraham)

Would GOD be ready to do this thing

which he demanded of me?

   
Would he surrender His only Son


to let my ISAAC go free?

    (WOMEN, singing for Sarah)


And if the knife of our selfishness


was poised to slaughter His Son,

   
would GOD send angels to rescue Him


or let our worst be done?

6. (ALL TOGETHER)


GOD, now we know just how much You care,


how great Your love had to be.


Your love for us did not spare your Son -


he died that we might go free. 


Though we may face times of great distress,


be driven quite to despair,



the shocking love of the cross of Christ


outstretches, proves You care!

2. GOD and JACOB

Genesis 28:10-19 & 32:22-31
            tune: Rhuddlan or Westminster Abbey 

1. Night was falling on the trickster

    as to exile Jacob fled;

    lost, alone, in deep’ning darkness -

    just a stone to rest his head.

   Lord of kindness, light in darkness,

   rescue us from all we dread.
2. Dreams of angels on a stairway -

    heaven’s gate flung open wide;

    God himself, with powerful promise

    brought the help he’d felt denied.

    Lord of kindness, light in darkness,

    stay forever at our side.
3. Night was falling as he journeyed,


    ready to be reconciled;

    but another, not his brother,

    sought a struggle, dark and wild.

    Lord of blessing wrest from darkness

    fight with each to be your child.
4. Sweat and struggle last ‘til daybreak;
    trickster Jacob now has won.

    God himself attacked and proved him;

    blessed him as a chosen son.

    Lord of blessing wrest from darkness

    fight us ‘til your will is done.

5. Night is falling all around us

    shadows shroud what once was clear.

    Time for dreams or frantic wrestling? -

    now’s the time we need You here -

    Lord of kindness, Lord of challenge,

    light our darkness, cure our fear.

6. God who knows our inmost being

    feels our needs and how we’ll grow,

   grant new hope thro’ dreams & visions,

    wrestle us - new life to show

    Lord of kindness, Lord of challenge,

    help us every way You know.

3. BENJAMIN’S SONG

Genesis 37 & 42-45



    tune: the Skye Boat Song

   Benjamin had a father who cared:

   passionate, kind and strong.

   Benjamin had a brother who dared

   use him to end great wrong.

1.Brothers had made Joseph a slave;

   Father had thought him dead.

   Joseph survived cruel distress, 

   trusting his God instead.

2.Long years have passed. Joseph’s in charge;

   could have had his revenge.

   Benjamin’s brought, offered a lot;

   what does this man intend?

3. Cup in his sack; all then dragged back -

   Benjamin in disgrace!

   Brothers who’d failed, now prove their worth

   off’ring to die in his place.

4.Joseph makes clear, ending their fear,

   all can be family!

   Jesus who came, still proves the same,

   dying to set us free -

   Each of us has a Father who cares:

   passionate, kind and strong.

  All of us have a Brother whose death,

   rescues us from  great wrong. 

4. PASSOVER PEOPLE

Exodus 11-13 
     A COMMUNION HYMN
   tune: We plough the fields

1. A people packed and ready,

    with sandals on their feet,

    (prepared for liberation,

    not knowing what they’ll meet)

    sit down and eat together

    God’s feast for slaves set free;

    committing to a journey

    whatever it may be.

    All who need releasing,

    must feast with God today,

    but, as we eat, keep sandaled feet,

    to travel on God’s way!

2. Disciples with their Teacher

    the night He was betrayed;

    a covenant renewal

    in bread and wine displayed.

    Though they desert and fail Him

    and think that all is lost;

    Christ sets them free to journey

    for He has paid the cost.

3. A Christian congregation,

    a church with table spread,

    we come to meet with Jesus

    and at His feast be fed.

    We come to be replenished,

    moved on, revived, made new

    to follow  where God leads us

    each day, our whole life through.

5. THE DESERT ROAD

Exodus 17:1ff  



  tune: The Bard of Armagh (Laredo)

1. 

Your love is so great that You lead us thro’ deserts,

making us thirst till we cry in despair;

that owning our anger and false expectations, 

we learn to respond to the God who is There…

2. 

And then, only then, does Your love burst upon us,

flowing & cleansing & slaking our thirst;

by grace, only then, are there streams in our deserts;

floods of Your best in response to our worst.

3.  

Your love is so great that You cannot be mastered,

trapped or coerced by our claim “It’s not fair!”.

Our grievances fail, our presumptions all shatter,

exposed by the truth of the God who is There.

4. 

So lead, if You must, through each desperate desert

if, by that means, You can help us to grow – 

that to us and through us to all thirsty people

Your life-giving springs may then endlessly flow.

6. ENTERING THE LAND 

Deuteronomy 1:19-33 



   tune:  All through the night

1. 

God of promise, God of caring, You lead the way;

on the road our lives sustaining, day after day.

when we hurt Your healing mends us,

constantly Your joy attends us,

day & night Your love defends us; lead us, we pray!

2. 

Yet when dangers loom before us, fear can return;

doubts unnerve, new risks soon floor us -

You, then, we spurn.

Promised Lands seem cruel, shocking,

(deserts offer safer walking),

Promises? - Your heartless mocking!

When will we learn?

3. 

When fresh hope seems non-existent, help us to see

that with love unchanged, persistent, 

You'll set us free

In the past You've rescued, fed us,

through the barren deserts led us,

with protecting wings o'erspread us,so fear must flee!

4. 

Still with promise, still with caring, You'll lead the way

in new lands our lives sustaining, day after day.

when we hurt, You'll somehow mend us,

ever with new joys attend us,

day and night with love defend us; lead us, each day!

7. CHOOSING GOD

Joshua 24:1-18



    
            tune: Epiphany Hymn

1. Let us recall how this God has walked with us,

    faithful thro’ struggles, thro’ joy and despair.

    Let us rejoice in this glorious friendship -

   God who has rescued us, God always there.

2. Let us embrace all God offers as future,

   trusting that, somehow, our way will be clear;

    only this God can defend and sustain us,

    guiding our footsteps and quelling our fear.

3. Let us commit to God’s challenging future,

    risking renewal, regardless of cost.

    God who expended so much for our rescue

    surely will see that no effort is lost.

4. Let us depend on God’s marvellous future,

    though it remains largely hid from our sight;

    trusting our Saviour to bring to completion

    wonders untold till each wrong is put right.

5. So, let us choose to be faithful and thankful,

    looking to God as our helper each day -

    daily depend on the gifts of God’s goodness,

    giving us strength as we follow God’s way!
8. A SHARPENED TENT PEG

HELD TO THE HEAD

Judges 4&5





   tune: Aberystwyth
1. Did oppression, year on year;

    rape and pillage, hurt and fear;

    callous violence for the state

    earn this man his pointed fate?

    Can we share the seer’s delight -

    Deb’rah’s joy at wrong put right,

   or must we resist her song -

   say this tent peg, too, is wrong? 

2. Watch as Jael, a nomad’s wife;

    poor, oppressed through all her life;

    in this moment, roles reversed,

    kills the killer, unrehearsed.

3. Yet we also see the pain

    as a mother waits in vain;

    kept by violence, harsh and long,

    is she right or is she wrong?

4. Now the story’s pointed peg

    presses hard against our head:

    who is wrong and who is right

    where is darkness, where God’s light?

9. NAOMI & RUTH

Ruth 1:6-18  





     tune: DCM Noel

1. Naomi urged Ruth “Get a life,

    just leave and go away!

    I have no prospects, hope or joy,

    to make you want to stay!”

    Yet with Naomi and her God

    Ruth sensed a better way -

    responding to Naomi’s love 

    she knew what she must say:

(a woman’s solo?…)
2.  “Each place you go, I’ll go with you,

    and where you stay, I’ll stay;

    I’ll take your people as my own,

    and walk with you each day.

    Your God will be my only God,

    protecting come what may,

    and where you die, there I will die;

    Naomi, I will stay!”

3. When we are told to “Get a life”,

    get on without delay,

    might we not stop with Ruth to find

    how God can help each day?

    In Christ we see much clearer now

    Naomi’s costly way,

    responding to this boundless love,

    to Jesus we should say:

4. “Each place you go, we’ll go with you,

    and where you stay, we’ll stay;

    We’ll take your people as our own,

    and walk with you each day.

    Great God, You’ll be our only God,

    protecting come what may.

    So, thro’ Your death and risen life,

    Christ Jesus, we will stay!”

10. HANNAH’S SONG

1st Samuel 2:1-8   



                  tune: Martyrdom

1. My God has filled my heart with joy;

    how happy I’ve become!

    I’ll laugh at all my enemies,

    for Good my God has done.

2. No one is holy like our God;

    none equals our God’s care -

    So stop your boasting and your noise,

    let silence fill the air!

3. For God is one who knows our ways

    and sees our ev’ry deed

    God judges all that people do

    and justly meets our need.

4.The strongman’s bow God breaks in two,

    whilst helping weak grow strong.

    The well-fed now fresh hunger feel;

    the hungry, fed, sing song.

5. With God, the barren woman joys

    to mother more and more,

    and those who thought they had it all

    find grief calls at their door.

6. God lifts the poor up from the dust;

    the needy from the pit -

    like rulers they’ll be blessed by wealth,

    with princes they shall sit.

7. And so to God we’ll sing our praise

    with joy for justice done,

    Creator, Helper, Crucified,

    the glorious Three, yet One!

11. OUR EBENEZER

1st Samuel 7:10-14        




     tune:  Ebenezer 

1. Enemies had fled in panic,

    from the thunder of Your voice,

    left Your undeserving people

    freely to exalt, rejoice.

    Samu’l raised an EBENEZER,

    “stone of help” to mark Your care,

    symbol of Your startling rescue,

    stone of thanks and rock of pray’r.

2. What will be our EBENEZER,

    what can mark our Saviour’s care;

    for us stand as proof and symbol

    of the selfless love You share?

    Can some silent stone bear witness

    to the rescue we have found?

    Can a stationary object

    spread the Gospel all around?

3. We who’ve known Your full salvation

    (freedom bought by death and pain),

    we must share your help and healing

    prove Your love is not in vain -

    daily, by the lives we’re living,

    love passed on a thousand ways,

    WE must be our EBENEZERS -

    living stones of grateful praise!

12. ELIJAH BEGINS AGAIN

1st Kings 19   



  

   tune:  Blaenwern   

1. God whose voice spoke thro’ the silence

    once the wind and fire had passed,

    God who comforted Elijah

    when he felt he was the last:,

    meet us now with recognition

    that we've sought to serve You well

    comfort, strengthen and forgive us -

    all despair and fear dispel.

2. God whose purposes were greater

    than Elijah hoped or knew -

    God of seven thousand faithful

    living every hour for You:

    let us see your powerful purpose

    working round us here, today -

    fire us with your greater vision

    re-inspire us, Lord, we pray.

3. God, who chose and blessed another

    to assume the prophet's role,

    God,  who still would use Elijah

    to support Elisha's goal:

    help us watch you work thro’ others,

    find new joy in what they do -

    teach us how to share renewal,

    re-committed, Lord, to You!

13. SOMETIMES…

Job 23:1-9 & 16-17        


        tune: You shall go out with joy…

1. Sometimes we want a fight,

    a chance to put You right,

    to explain how what You’ve done 

feels cruel and heartless;

    then we long to show

    we’re the people who know

    how You should play Your part.

  Gracious God, at such times we need You there,

  whether seen or unseen, please prove You care.

  Take our hurt and our rage and blank despair

  and hold us with Your love.

2. Sometimes we stand and stare,

    as if no God was there,

    and our prayers would die away 

with no-one to hear them.

    Then our hopes subside

    we feel empty inside -

    alone with hurt and fear.

3. Sometimes we turn and run

    and wish the end would come,

    as we simply cannot take the pain that’s around us

    then we long to be

    from existence set free -

    be lost and never found.

14. THE STORY OF JOB

Job 




          tune:   To God Be The Glory…

1. 

The story of JOB tells how pain broke his heart;

for, though he was faithful, his life fell apart.

Surviving meant all of his faith was employed,

for health, wealth and family  were almost destroyed.

Don’t despair! Don’t despair - 

though your troubles seem vast.

God is there! God is there

- to bring rescue at last.

Tho’ problems engulf you, despair’s all around;

take heart, keep believing, the lost will be found!

2. 

JOB’s friends now assembled to witness his grief,

“You must have been wicked!”, their steadfast belief.

Yet JOB rails against the advice he’s been sent -

“I’m not being punished, my God will relent!”

3. 

But soon even JOB is engulfed in despair -

he’d asked God for help, but no answer was there.

“Perhaps God is harsh, far from just in his ways?”

Yet, riddled with doubts, JOB still stubbornly prays…

4. 

We cannot be certain what causes our pain,

the search to explain all our hurts may be vain -

God’s ways are not our ways: tho’ troubles surround,

take heart, keep believing, the lost will be found!

15. GOD’S WORD

 Psalm 1:1-3 



                           tune: Greensleeves

1 How great the joys of those whose path

    is not mapped out by evil;

    who follow not the wicked ways

    of those who’re lost for ever.

    God’s word is their delight,

    their guiding light by day and night -

    God’s word will keep them right

    so they’ll know joy for ever!
2. How great the joys of those who keep

    well clear of ev’ry scoffer;

    who give no heed to bitterness -

    resist what cynics offer.

3. Such ones as these are like the trees

    safe rooted by a river -

    they’ll bear much fruit when times are right;

    their leaves will never wither.

16. GOD IN THE WILDERNESS

Psalm 23  



                            tune: Abbots Leigh

1. When our lives are harsh & barren

    still we have a Shepherd’s care;

    always seeking fresher pastures

    for this weary flock to share.

    Still our Shepherd’s wisdom guides us

    when life’s trackless, dry and bare,

    ‘till we reach restoring waters;

    know, once more, that God is there.

2. Even in the darkest dangers -

    deep ravines of hurt or fear  -

    still You walk each step beside us,

    guard us till our way is clear;

    risking all to be our saviour,

    guiding till new joys appear -

    constant thro’ the deepest darkness,

    seen or unseen, always near.

3. When we flee, pursued and hunted,

    still, Your shepherd’s tent is there -

    safety, welcome, help and healing

    pitched before us prove You care.

   Now, by grace, Your kindness stalks us

    -  goodness seeks us ev’rywhere.

    Let us stay with You for ever -

    Desert Shepherd, hear our prayer!

17. THE SHEPHERD FROM TEKOA

The message of Amos            tune: Zimbabwe variant of 'A Lincolnshire Poacher'

1. The Shepherd from Tekoa came 

because he had no choice.

    God's Spirit drove him from his home 

and made him lift his voice -

    above the city's din, denouncing ev'ry sin.

    The Shepherd from Tekoa came 

because he had no choice.

2. For Amos shared his God's disgust

at greed and graft and wrong;

    he hated how the poor and weak

were victims of the strong.

    He spoke of hurt and pain, 

made evil's workings plain;

    impelled, empow'red by God's disgust

at greed and graft and wrong.

3. The Lord, thro’ Amos, challenged all

to turn and change their ways -

    to share commitment to the poor;

  by fairness give God praise;

    let mutual care expand and justice flood the land.

   In God's Good Name, he challenged all

to turn and change their ways.

4. And still today this prophet's words

confront us with God's voice.

    They cry for justice in our world,

till sufferers rejoice.

    We, too, must work each hour, 

bring justice to full flower,

    because today what Amos says

confront us with God's voice.

18. BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON

Psalm 137  



         tune: Watson’s 23rd Psalm tune
1. Where rivers wandered thro’ Babylon,

across an airless plain;

    they sat and wept for Jerusalem,

all other tasks seemed vain.

    God’s daily care and protecting love

 was but a memory,

    their harps hung silently mocking them

 from ev’ry willow tree.

2. Their captors played on their agony

with taunts and calls to sing;

    “Come liven us with your joyful songs;

 let  Zion’s praises ring!”

    But could they sing in that foreign land, 

with God so far away?

    Can exiles keep their own God alive, 

or does he die each day?

3. Great God, we, too, live in Babylon; 

familiar with despair.

     We often feel you are far away, 

or do not truly care.

     Are we the ones who keep you alive?

 - or are we now alone?

     Is exile all that there is for us?

 - or have we still a home?

4. You did not keep safe Jerusalem, 

nor keep ill from our door -

    Your gift of life’s not so simply bought, 

your gift has cost far more:

    God, you have come here to Babylon, 

to share our hurt & pain

  Christ Jesus died here (the exiled God), 

so we’d find home again.

5. Alleluia, to the exiled God, who brings us home 

again!

    Alleluia and alleluia, alleluia, Amen!

    (then repeat these two lines again, in order).

19. THERE MUST BE DEATH

Jeremiah & the exiles  




        tune Cranham

1 If we know no dying, if we face no pain,

    there can be no rising, life itself is vain.

 If there is no grieving, leaving all behind,

    there’s no new beginning, no new life to find.

2. Long ago in Zion, people dwelt secure;

    resting on God’s promise, confident and sure,

    worshipped in the temple; sign that God was near;

    symbol of their safety, quelling ev’ry fear.

3. Yet the Babylonians, came at God’s command

    sacked the holy city, plundered all the land;

    utter desecration, where God’s house should be -

    only this destruction set God’s people free.

4. If we face no failure, if left undisturbed,

    we’ll be trapped for ever, certain but absurd.

    Only hands held empty can receive new gifts -

    God, please hound and chase us, 

till our sure grasp shifts.

5  If we know no dying, if we face no pain,

    there can be no rising, life itself is vain.

    If there is no grieving, leaving all behind,

    there’s no new beginning, no new life to find.

20. AT HOME IN THE CITY

Jeremiah 29:1-9   



           tune: Kingsfold  DCM
1. A place of fear, a place of joy -

    a city can be both,

    we can allow it to destroy 

    our hope, our joy, our worth;

    like exiles sink into despair - 

    and blame God for it all

    or pray & work with those who care -

    responding to God’s call!

2. So let us pray with all our hearts

    for those who suffer here:

    the disillusioned, unemployed

    & those who’re trapped by fear.

    Cry out for opportunity,

    as confidence grows strong;

    that God may act thro’ people’s lives

    to right our city’s wrong.

3. And let us work to strengthen joy

     - create community -

    that hope and laughter may break out

    as people are set free!

    For none are free if some are trapped;

    no, none can stand alone.

   God, use us for our city’s good,

   ‘til all can call it home.

21. RECHABITES & EXILES

Jeremiah 35, Psalm 137 & Jeremiah 29       tune: God rest you merry, Gentlemen

1. God, speak to us of faithfulness

    of lives lived straight and true,

    of Rechabites who shame us all

    with active zeal for You;

    but let us see how we must live

    so we’ll be faithful too -
   O, teach us to hear what You would say, 

        Oh God, we pray,

    O, help us all to hear our God today!

2. God, speak to us of honesty

    beyond polite deceit,

    of Exiles bringing yelps of pain

    to offer at Your feet,

    and help us to be honest too

    no matter what we meet –

3. God, tell us of the need for peace

    that shapes a city’s life,

    of Exiles spreading peacefulness

    and not consumed by strife,

    and show us how to build and bond

    till peacefulness is rife -

4. God, speak through ev’ry Bible verse

    the words we need to hear,

    with challenge, shock or playfulness,

    or peace to calm our fear;

    but somehow reach us with Your voice

    to make our calling clear -

22. A COVENANT OF GLADNESS

Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                                           tune: Penlan

1. A covenant of gladness

    inscribed on ev’ry heart,

    where love impels each action

    and each must play their part;

    an end to bald betrayal,

    to laws left quite ignored,

    as God reclaims a people -

    embraced, forgiv’n, restored -

2. the prophet Jeremiah

    had watched as day by day

    God’s covenant was trampled

    and selfishness held sway,

    but God would not be beaten,

    left angry or disdained,

    despite our devastation

    God joyously proclaimed:

3. this covenant of gladness

    inscribed on ev’ry heart,

    where love impels each action

    and each must play their part;

    a vibrant new beginning -

    the grace of God set free

    to overcome our failure

    and rescue you and me.
23. JORDAN’S RIVER

Joshua 3, 2nd Kings 5 & Mark 1 


      tune: Jubilate, ev’rybody

1. Jordan’s River, flowing swiftly,

    seemed a barrier to all the people;

    but God’s presence, in the river,

    let them pass into the promised land.

    God, who stood in     Jordan’s River,

    turned a barrier into blessing,

    work for us your liberation;

    keep your freedom close at hand!

2. Jordan’s River, deep and dirty,

    seemed an insult to Commander Naaman;

    but God worked in   deep, dark waters,

    healed his leprosy & made him whole.

    God, who worked in     Jordan’s River,

    made a hurt a place of healing -

    humble us and    work within us,

    healing body, mind and soul!

3. Jordan’s River, John baptising,

    lonely place where people faced their failure;

    but Christ Jesus, in the river,

    took our place to show God’s love for all.

    Christ, baptised in     Jordan’s River,

    change our failure into friendship,

    by your death and resurrection

    help us, heal us, one and all!

24. JONAH'S WAIL

Jonah 1




     tune:  There's a hole in my bucket 

TO BE SUNG BY TWO GROUPS SINGING ALTERNATE VERSES

1.

It was GOD who called Jonah to serve as a prophet,

it was GOD who called Jonah as prophet, 'twas God.

2.

It was JONAH who scarpered & fled to the ocean,

it was JONAH who scarpered, who went the wrong way

3.

But 'twas GOD who was master of sky and of ocean,

it was GOD who controlled whether ships could survive

4.

But 'twas JONAH who got on a ship going westwards

it was JONAH who slept thinking all would be well...

5.

It was GOD who then blew up the waves on the ocean

it was GOD who then blew up the biggest of storms.

6.

It was JONAH who told how he'd fled from God's calling

it was JONAH who said, "Throw me out in the sea!"

7.

It was GOD who still wanted to rescue and use him,

it was GOD who had Jonah ate up by a fish.

8.

It was JONAH who travelled inside the great belly,

it was JONAH who landed quite safe on the shore.

[PAUSE...., then EVERYONE TOGETHER....]

9.

It was GOD who called Jonah to serve as a prophet,

it was GOD who called Jonah as prophet, 'twas God.

PART TWO

Responding to 

ADVENT 

and CHRISTMAS Stories

25. ADVENT CANDLE SONG

tune: God rest you merry, gentlemen 86.86.86 & refrain

Only the first verse is sung on Advent Sunday, with another verse added each successive Sunday, and the whole song sung on Christmas Day

1. Your promises are coming true -

    our waiting hopes fulfilled.

    Your light has burst upon our world -

    the new dawn that You willed.

    Your coming gives us HOPE to live

    and strength, with You, to build -

    Come, Jesus, & be with us now, 


with us now,

    Come, Jesus, & be with us now!
2. Our lives are troubled while we wait -

    our failure leads to fear.

    Great God, we need Your healing PEACE,

    both now and ev’ry year.

    Come, live and die, that we may live

    because you’re always near -

    Come, Jesus, & be with us now…

3. Failed people living far apart

    with selfishness undone,

    O heal us with your LOVE, we pray,

    with loving make us one;

    Your coming and Your sacrifice -

    in us new life begun -

    Come, Jesus, & be with us now…

4. Yet some still carry sadnesses

    and pains left by their past.

    O’ertake us all with heav’nly JOY,

    come down to earth at last.

    With happiness bought by your tears,

   embrace us, hold us fast -

   Come, Jesus, and be with us now…

5. New HOPE, new PEACE, new LOVE are ours -

    new JOY on Christmas Day!

    We celebrate your Christmas gift -

    Yourself; Truth, Life and Way.

    Reshape us as we worship you,

    Christ-child upon the hay -

    Come, Jesus, and be with us now...

26. THE WORD MADE FLESH

John 1:1-14 




             tune: Greensleeves

1. O timeless and untrammeled Word,

    God’s joy, God’s very essence,

    first, by your plan, all things began -

    You spoke and broke the silence.

    Yet, now, you’ve entered time,

    constrained, like us, within its rhyme,

    embraced its sweat and grime,

    the Word made flesh amongst us!

2. O holy and most heavenly Word

    with God’s own glory shining,

    your truth and grace unveil the face

    of God’s own inmost being.

    Yet, frail like us you came

    and lived and died in human frame;

    shared pain with sick and lame -

    the Word made flesh amongst us!

3. O living and empowering Word -

    God’s light, beyond all other,

   exposing wrong throughout time’s song 

   - God’s sun ablaze for ever.

    Yet, You our dark embraced,

    eclipsed by sin, our failure faced,

    dying, death’s darkness chased,

    the Word made flesh amongst us!

27. WHOSE CHILD ARE YOU?

Matthew 1:1-21 



        tune: Quem pastores laudavere
1. (all)
  Child of Abraham the wand’rer

  
  leaving wealth enough to squander,

  
 on God’s promised hope to ponder -

  
Abram’s child, hope for us all.

2. (all)
Child of Tamar stripped of honour,

  
bruised, abused for other’s pleasure;

  
yet to God a priceless treasure -

 
Tamar’s child, hurt for us all.

3. (Women)  Child of Ruth, Naomi’s shadow,

  
faithful friend to friendless widow,

  
destitute in harvest meadow -

 
Ruth’s true child, befriend us all.

4. (All)  Child of Rahab, trait’rous harlot,

  
rescued by a cloth stained scarlet,

  
sharing God’s invasion secret -

 
Rahab’s child, come save us all.

5. (Men) Child of David’s bride, Bathsheba

  
victim of a lust most eager;

  
sign that God forgives for ever -

  
Sheba’s child, forgive us all.

6. (All)  
Child of Mary, virgin mother,

  
bearing for us God, our brother,

  
so we’d learn to love each other -

  
Mary’s child - God with us all.

28. JOSEPH’S FAMILY

Matthew 1.         





tune: Noel nouvelet

1. 

Joseph son of David, son of Abraham;

regally descended, son of tent and psalm;

waited the day when, filled with joy and pride,

he’d be wed to Mary, she would be his bride.

2. 

Joseph, though a poor man, with no wealth or fame,

yet possessed a treasure in his fam’ly name.

He must pass on this honour to his son -

lineage from David - then his job was done!

3. 

Yet, before the wedding, Mary was with child

and there was no father; ev’ry one went wild!

What could he do, to keep his name intact?

Mary must be banished! Surely he must act!

4. 

Calmly, at God’s prompting, Joseph held his ground,

risking, trusting, waiting; Mary still around.

Somehow he knew, though how he could not tell,

God would act through Jesus, all would then be well.

5. 

Showing such devotion, Joseph stood in line

with ancestral women working God’s design -

Rahab, and Tamar, Bathsheba and Ruth -

each, when others faltered, stood for hope and truth.

6. 

Now the gift of Joseph – ancestry and name -

graciously surrendered, nevermore the same;

offered to Jesus, till God’s work is done,

welcomes all the nations, seeks to make us one.

29. MATTHEW’S CHALLENGE

Matthew 2:1-18 



 

tune: Sussex Carol

1. In Bethlehem, with Jesu’s birth,

    the God of heaven came to earth;

    a babe who left us free to choose;

    a gift of love we could refuse.

    What will we do? What will we say?

    Will we welcome our God today?

2. First unknown strangers saw a star

    and seeking, traveled from afar, 

    they journeyed, questioned, gave their all,

    met God in Beth’lem’s cattle stall;

    Will we, with them, both kneel & pray?

    Will we welcome our God today?

3. King Herod found this quite absurd 

    although he had the prophets’ word;

    defensive, wary, trapped by fear,

    he ordered slaughter far and near;

    Will we, like him, push You away?

    Will we welcome our God today?

4. This challenge still confronts us all -

    this Christmas will we heed Your call?

    Will we be open to Your care;

    or fight against the love You share?

    God, help us now, that we may say -

    "We will welcome our God today!"

30. GODSTRUCK

Luke 1:26-38    




  tune:  Slane  10  10  10  10 

1.

Should I be angry or should I be sad?

Should I be frightened or should I be glad?

Must I abandon the person I’ve been,

cling to my God through a life unforeseen?

2.

Why must this happen, why must this be me?

Will I be trapped or will this set me free?

Will I survive this against all the odds?

How much is my life, how much is my God’s?

3.

Will strangers mock me or just stand & stare?

Will those I love still continue to care?

Where will I find words to say what you’ve done?

Will I have more friends, or will I have none?

4.

Though I’m not worthy to answer Your call,

life lived without You is no life at all -

so in my quagmire of turmoil and stress,

God, give me boldness to whisper my….“Yes!”  

31. OTHER PEOPLE

Luke 1:39-45 & 56 

                tune:  The Bard of Armagh (Laredo)

1. 

When people are cruel and words are malicious,

bless us with friends who will listen and care.

When tongues strip us naked & lash us & whip us,

clothe us with friendships that show that You’re there

2.

When gossip condemns us without a fair hearing,

bless us with friends who stay out of that game.

When lies are let loose just to linger and fester,

guard us with friends who, with truth, clear our name.

3.

If false friends grow wary and keep to their distance,

bless us with friends who will feel what we feel,

who hold us with honesty tempered with kindness,

friends who’ve been hurt, 

yet who know that You heal.

4.

O Lord of the cross and the taunts and the spitting,

left by your friends in the hour of your need,

our prayers have no answer if we, too, are fickle -

Christ, make us friends who show friendship indeed!

32. MARY’S SONG

Luke 1:46-55  




  tune:  Watson’s 23rd Psalm

   1. My very soul shouts that “God is Great!”

My spirit gives God praise,

for God my Saviour is watching me

with kind and caring gaze.

From this day onwards, through all of time,

I must be counted as truly blessed

for God has worked mighty works for me

when I was sore distressed.

   2. Our God is gracious and merciful,

most holy is His name;

His reputation from age to age

must always stay the same;

for still His arm has not lost it strength

to sweep away those who’re proud or vain,

to drag down despots from dizzy heights,

raise up the poor again.

   3. God fills the starving, sends fresh supplies,

when hunger haunts their door,

though when the rich find their larders bare,

God offers them no more.

But now the hunger of Israel

for God to do what He’d always said,

the hunger left there since Abraham,

in Mary’s Son is fed!

33. FOLLOWING MARY’S GOD

Mary’s Story in Luke’s Gospel 



       tune: St. Denio

1.

If this is Your blessing, then how do you curse?

Your calling disturbs us;

makes life seem much worse.

Our plans have been shredded, our lives are a mess,

Your gifts work against what the world calls success.

2. 

And yet, in the midst of the trouble You bring,

You show us compassion and make our hearts sing.

Why, even our weeping and cries of despair

give birth to renewal because Your are there!

3. 

So now, though You force us to struggle each day,

we’ll stay by Your side, we’ll take no other way,

for no worldly promise can equal your call -

mere servants of God share the best life of all.

34. THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH

Luke 1:69-79  



           tune: Sussex Carol - 88.88.88

1. Great praises shout to God on high

    for he has brought salvation nigh!

    For young and old, for rich and poor

    God’s great salvation’s at the door!

    Dawn of salvation shining bright,

    flood our lives with your glorious light!

2. This help God promised long ago,

  through prophets seeking truth to know,
    explaining then how now he’d come

    to kindle hope for everyone.   Dawn… etc....
3. To Abraham God promised true

    the things he’s now begun to do

    his covenant is now fulfilled -

    the rescue that he’d always willed. Dawn… etc....
4. From enemies all fired with hate

    he’ll save; our kindness vindicate.

    From fear and failure set us free -

    and make us who we ought to be. Dawn… etc....
5. And you, my son, prepare the way

    for He who brings this wondrous day -

    thro’ Him God makes a way to heav’n

    thro’ Him are all our sins forgiv’n  Dawn… etc....
6. So shine, great dawn of hope and joy,

    and death’s dark shadow now destroy.

    Through Jesus, bring us our release

    and guide us in the paths of peace.

    Dawn of salvation shining bright,

    flood our lives with your glorious light!

35. THE SHEPHERD'S TALE

Luke 2:8-20


           tune:  God rest you merry, Gentlemen!

1. A shepherd's always with his sheep -

    on guard both night and day -

    unwashed, unkempt, our smell is strong,

    so nice folk keep away.

    They make it clear we must not mix

    lest we lead them astray -

    unfit for the Glory of God (so they say),

    untouched by the Glory of God!

2. And yet one night by Bethlehem -

    where David had his call -

    the very angels sang to us

    and held us in their thrall,

    so we were God's sole prophets now

    with news for one and all -   

    embraced by the Glory of God (shepherds all),

    engulfed by the Glory of God!

3. At once we ventured into town

    to see what we might see -

    and found the child the angels said

    would rescue you and me,

    so street by street we woke the town

    to share what had to be -

    endowed with the Glory of God, (joyfully),

    empower'd by the Glory of God!

4. And then outside another town 

    when thirty years had past

    we heard he'd called forgiveness down

    before he breathed his last,

    and somehow in this awesome death

    death's own defeat was cast -

    o'erthrown by the Glory of God, (joy at last!)

    o'erwhelmed by the Glory of God!

36. DON’T SNIFF AT THE SHEPHERDS

Luke 2:8-20  


         tune: Deck the halls with boughs of holly

1. Day and night, what ere the weather,

 Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

    shepherds stay on guard together;

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

    each a trusty desert ranger,

Fa-la-la, la-la-la, la, la, la!

    keeping sheep from harm and danger,

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

2. Though the townsfolk think us scary, 

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

    warn their children to be wary,

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

    God in heaven sees inside us,

Fa-la-la, la-la-la, la, la, la!

    feels our hurt when folk deride us.

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!
3. Though you’ve roof and bed and toilet,

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

    still, your life can waste and spoil it.

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

    Do not sniff at shepherds passing -

 Fa-la-la, la-la-la, la, la, la!

    you may stink while we are laughing!

Fa-la, la-la la, la-la, la, la!

37. THE COMING OF THE LIGHT

John 1:4-9



 tune: We three kings of orient are…
1. Like a candle in the night -

    flick’ring, dancing, far from bright -

    shadows leaping, 

    hostile greeting -

    Bethlehem’s fragile light...

    O light of life and light of love

    all our darkness now remove.

    Each refining, set us shining -
    

    make us beacons of Your  love.

2. Dawn of hope in Galilee,

    can your presence set us free?

    Teaching, healing,

    truth revealing,

    help us your light to see!   O, light of life....
3. Noonday dark on Calvary’s hill;

    evil forces met to kill -

    life relinquished,

    hope extinguished -

    but you are with us still...   O, light of life....
4. Resurrection morning bright;

    death is beaten in the fight.

    Jesu’s glory

    now our story -

    all of us share his light!    O, light of life....
38. GOD OF NEW BEGINNINGS

tune: the seven joys of Mary
1. When Jesus came from Heav’n to earth

    dependent, weak and small,

    You planned a new relationship

    for those who’d hear your call.

    For those who’d hear your call, dear God,

    to let you be their guide -

    O God of things begun again,

    now make us new inside!

2. When Jesus died on Calvary,

    a death for sinners giv’n,

    the temple curtain ripped in two

    showed earth’s new link with heav’n.

    Showed earth’s new link with heav’n, dear God,

    your arms flung open wide -

    O God of things begun again,

    now make us new inside!

3. When Jesus rose up from the dead,

    new life for all to see,

   the empty tomb showed we could hope

    for life from death set free.

    for life from death set free, dear God,

    with none who asked denied -

    O God of things begun again,

    now make us new inside!

4. So day by day and year by year

    we can begin once more;

    replace our failure and our fear -

    our first, best chance restore.

    Our first, best chance restore, dear God,

    for this Christ lived and died -

    O God of things begun again,

    now make us new inside!



39. A SOUND IS HEARD IN RAMAH

Matthew 2:1-18   




                        tune: Cruger
1. A sound is heard in Ramah

    of weeping loud and long,

    as Rachel mourns her children, 

    killed by a grievous wrong;

    for kingly power threatened

    by what God’s kindness planned 

    meant Herod coldly murdered

    all children in the land.

2. Before, there had been weeping; 

    life anguished, painful, bleak 

    - in Egypt and in exile

    raw pow’r had crushed the weak -

    but God heard Rachel’s crying 

    and felt its pain and pow’r,

    and purposed  joy’s renewal,

    ev’n in the darkest hour. 

3. Once more God heard the weeping;

    shared Rachel’s bitter tears -

    so, like the infant Moses, 

    one child escaped the spears -

    he lived to face our violence 

    and fashion our release,

    he died effecting rescue,

    his pain would bring us peace.

4. The sound of bitter weeping

    can still be heard today

    as Rachel’s children suffer

    where selfishness holds sway -

    Great God who sent us Jesus

    to rescue and console,

    root out our world’s great evils,

    bring healing, make us whole.

40. GOD HAS GIVEN US A GIFT

Luke 2:1-7



             tune: Silent Night, Holy Night
1. Given to all, both big and small,

    Yours for free - also for me -

    costliest gift there ever has been;

    paid for, delivered, by God unseen -

    Jesus, the gift of God, Jesus, the gift of God.

2. The wrappings are rough, barely enough 

    - straw and wood, manger crude

    (not like a present with paper so fine,

    gift-wrapped & labelled as yours or mine)

    simply, the gift of God, simply, the gift of God.

3. Open it now, if you know how.

    Welcome him home, as your own,

    true friend and helper on life’s way;

    ask him to help you, here, today -

    Jesus, my gift from God, 

                                 Jesus, your gift from God!

41. GOD’S CHILD + GOD’S CHILDREN

John 1:12 & 13   


    tune: Branle de l’official (Ding Dong merrily)
1. God has marvellously come

    a child to live among us!

    So let all of us, as one,

    join voices in God’s chorus:

    GLORIA, HOSANNA IN EXCELSIS!

    GLORIA, HOSANNA IN EXCELSIS!
2. Jesus grew and lived and died,

    gave up his right to heaven,

    so we’d join him at God’s side;

    adopted, healed, forgiven.  GLORIA, etc....

3. God now calls us to belong;

    as children joined in family -

    each unique amid the throng -

    so sing your praises gladly:  GLORIA, etc....

42. FREEDOM CHILDREN!

Moses, Samuel & Jesus bring Law, Prophecy & Gospel            tune: Sussex Carol
1. Great God we need You bursting in

    to set us free from death and sin;

    o’ercome the failure of our past

    and liberate our joy at last.

    Locked in ourselves - we have no key -

   Come, great God, now, & set us free!

2. In Egypt, slaves in bondage were kept;

    you sent a child to those who wept.

    Young Moses, in the rushes placed,

    grew up and for them Pharaoh faced.

    Led out the slaves, gave them Your LAW;

    thro’ this child, they God’s freedom saw!

3.  When judges ruled and things went astray,

    You sent a child to show Your way;

    thus, Hannah’s barren-ness You cured

    and life to Samuel assured;

    PROPHET of God he soon became -

    thro’ this child God sets free again!

4. Then, when the time had been fulfilled,

    You came Yourself - a little child -

    from Bethlehem to Calvary

    You lived GOOD NEWS to set us free.

    Your death and life, unlock the door -

    free us all, now and evermore!

5. Great God we need You bursting in

    to set us free from death and sin;

    o’ercome the failure of our past

    and liberate our joy at last.

    Locked in ourselves - we have no key -

   Come, great God, now, and set us free

43. TRAVELLING WEST

Matthew 2:1-12    



     tune: John Brown’s Body

1. We have traveled over mountains,

    we have traveled over sand,

    we have struggled with our camels

    'til we came to Herod's land,

    we were following a star

    because a royal birth seem planned - 

    a child to lead us all!

    WALK together to see Jesus;

    LEAD YOUR CAMEL to see Jesus;

    SEE THE STAR that leads to Jesus -

    COME ON, COME ON, COME ON!

2. We have visited the palace,

    been to posh Jerusalem,

    we are looking for a baby

    who will lead both us and them

    we'll go on until we find him -

    so let's go to Bethlehem;

    the star will lead us all!

    WALK together to see Jesus;

    LEAD YOUR CAMEL to see Jesus;

    SEE THE STAR that leads to Jesus -

    COME ON, COME ON, COME ON!

44. FOLLOWING THE STAR GAZERS

Matthew 2:1-12 




        tune: the zither carol
1.Strangers gaze, through the haze, all their days,

   seeking God in the midst of life;

   see the star, shining far, shout hurrah -

   God’s child is born!

   Let us gaze ‘til we see God here;

  search & search ‘til we know God’s near 

 seek God’s presence throughout each year 

   - God with us all!

2. Strangers leave, hope retrieve, joy receive

   giving their presents to the child;

   in the stall, give their all, at God’s call,

   God gave them more!

   Let us give till we’re spent in praise

   share our worship in endless ways

   offer service throughout our days

   God gives us more!
3.Strangers go, not in woe, now they know

   God’s love for all who follow Him;

 daily share, God’s own care, everywhere

   God’s with them still!

   Let us  go where God’s Spirit leads

   scatter love like we’re sowing seeds

   everywhere live with Christ-like deeds

   God’s with us all!

45. THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

on 'Incarnation'




         tune: The First Nowell

1. A hidden birth, unnoticed, unseen -

   just a mother, a manger, some shepherds unclean.

    Ignored by all who lived near or far

   but for dubious strangers who’d followed a star.

    This hidden birth must soon come clear -

    Christmas is God come to live with us here!

2. A promised birth of David’s own line,

    and a virgin who carries the presence divine;

    here God in person comes to this earth -

    here Creator as creature is now brought to birth.

    Here’s peace & joy to cure our fear -

    Christmas is God come to live with us here!

3. The Christ child grew to suffer and die

    as an off’ring, a ransom, a victim hung high;

    but death could not such goodness contain,

    so in three days he burst back to life once again!

    Tho’ Easter cost a price most dear -

    Christmas is God come to live with us here!

4. This cruel death brings rescue for all

     who, when trapped by their failure, 

 respond to his call.

     In pain & grief God’s love is displayed -

    bringing hope, peace and promise 

to those who’re dismayed.

   With Easter now the truth comes clear -

    Christmas is God come to live with us here!

5 Christ lives today that sinners may live,

   and receive his forgiveness and others forgive;

   Christ plants his Spirit deep in each heart

    so that day after day we may each play our part.

   This truth remains from year to year - 

    Christmas is God come to live with us here!

6. So let us all, with head, heart & voice

   offer praise to our Saviour, repent & rejoice;

   & grasp the joy that Jesus has wrought,

    who by coming and dying our freedom has bought!

    To make us fit for heav’nly cheer -

    Christmas is God come to live with us here!

46. SIMEON’S PREDICTIONS

Luke 2:29-35   





tune: In Dulci Jubilo

1. Good Master, though I’ve waited long,

    I raise my voice in joyful song -

    now Your slave, at last, can be

    manumitted and set free -

    in my arms I hold the one

    who’s born to be salvation’s sun!

    He must set me free! He must set me free!

2. For, through the child we welcome here

    Your full salvation will appear -

    should this ancient temple fall,

    he’ll still shine for one and all -

    Jew and Gentile, all the same,

    he’ll make us welcome in Your Name.

    He can save us all! He can save us all!

3. Yet, some may rise and some may fall,

    and some resist his gracious call -

    he’ll expose what lies within;

    how we cover up our sin -

    should we seek to feel his pain,

    we’ll countless, sword-like sorrows gain!

    Let his work begin! Let his work begin!  

47. SINGING WITH SIMEON & ANNA

Luke 2:29-40  


              
     tune:  Divinum mysterium

1. God has joined us in life’s struggle;

    here in person, here today;

    here to meet our deepest longings,

    here as helper, here to stay -

    God as Glory of the faithful,

    light to light us on life’s way:

    Evermore and evermore!

2. God has joined us in life’s struggle;

    shares the sorrows we endure;

    challenges with risks and dangers

    testing till our faith is sure.

    God who walks each step beside us,

    through this anguish, work our cure: Ever…

3. God has joined us in life’s struggle;

    here to help when we despair;

    bringing hope to heal the hopeless,

    answering unanswered pray’r -

    God in person come to rescue,

    proof that love is always there: Ever…

48. CHRISTMAS ISN’T OVER YET

A song for the end of the Christmas season                tune: Good King Wenceslas

1. 

Christmas isn’t over yet tho’ the pud’s all vanished,

tho’ each present is unwrapped,

    turkey’s almost finished.

Christmas isn’t over yet,

tho’ the phone’s stopped ringing,

tho’ we’ve greeted EV’RYONE - it is just beginning!

2. 

Christmas isn’t over yet, tho’ new toys are broken,

tho’ the Christmas plays are done;

all the lines been spoken.

Christmas isn’t over yet – tho’ we’re tired of singing

carol tunes with altered words – it is just beginning.

3. 

Christmas isn’t over yet, tho’ the decorations

start to look a little tired, like our dear relations.

Christmas isn’t over yet, tho’ our eyes are stinging,

like the new year we’re now in - it is just beginning!

4. 

Christmas isn’t over yet, for the angels’ singing

seeks our help to change the world, 

make a new beginning!

Christmas isn’t over yet, ‘cos the love of Jesus

should renew the whole of us; for a lifetime seize us!

PART THREE

Responding to 

GOSPEL

 Stories

49. THE BOY JESUS GROWS UP

Luke 2:41-51           

            tune: Forest Green - DCM with chorus

1. The worshippers from Nazareth

    had left the temple mound,

    returning home a day’s long march

    no Jesus could be found.

   With worry great they searched & searched

    - fraught parents filled with fear -

    at in temple courts they stopped,

    surprised their son to hear:

   “Did you not know it must be so,

    that in God’s house I’d stay -

    could you not see God’s first to me,

    both now and ev’ry day?”

2. Young Jesus had been thinking out

    the way to live each day -

    he’d seen that God is only God

    if first in every way -

    respect for parents and for friends

    is only truly giv’n

    when God’s respected most of all

    in life, not just in heav’n.

3. The child among the teachers sat -

    among the nation’s best - 

    he questioned and he listened there

    with truth his only quest.

    He had no fear to face the facts -

    he argued hour by hour -

    his faith was not destroyed by this,

    but from it drew more power -

4. We, too, must try to understand

    what should come first in life -

    that placing God above all else

    will guard us through all strife.

    We’ll also have to risk our faith

    and hear what others say,

    and face the questions from within,

    till we can surely say: 

   “Did you not know it must be so,

    that in God’s house I’d stay -

    could you not see God’s first to me,

    both now and ev’ry day?”

50. WILL THIS MAKE US HOLY?

Luke 3:1-18 


          tune: Molly Malone (cockles & mussels)

1. The ESSENES were careful,

     neither friendly nor playful,

     for them being HOLY meant living apart.

     One touch made them shirty;

     all the world made them dirty,

     so they hid in the desert; kept wholly apart.

    Will this make us holy, either quickly or slowly;

    make us holy & keep us much closer to God?

2. The PHARISEES plainly

    lived both sober and sanely -

    for them being HOLY meant law after law;

    each statute in Scripture

     was an absolute stricture

    to be followed minutely through all of God’s Law.

    Will this make us holy, either quickly or slowly;

    make us holy & keep us much closer to God?
3. The SADDUCEES calmly

    thought all effort was barmy,

    for them being HOLY was simply by birth;

    from Abr’am descended? -

    then the argument’s ended -

    if you’re Jewish, you’re holy  by right of your birth.

    Will this make us holy, either quickly or slowly;

    make us holy & keep us much closer to God?
4. Now JOHN came a-preaching

    With a radical teaching -

    for John ‘being HOLY’ was practical love;

    God’s mixing and sharing,

    showed us true holy caring,

  when He came to this earth from the heaven above.

    May lives of compassion true holiness fashion;

    make us holy & help us live close to our God!

51. GOD STANDING BY OUR SIDE

Matthew 3:11-17  



 tune: How great Thou art

1. John challenged all to face their sin and failure,

    to own their faults; seek rescue in God’s name -

    but Jesus came, and chose to stand beside us;

    to be baptised, though free of taint or blame.

Then God’s delight burst thro’ the heav’ns above,

    the Spirit’s pow’r, poured out that hour;

    for Jesus showed the essence of God’s love -

    He lived and died - God by our side!

2. When we’re alone, engulfed by countless troubles

    and all our hopes by fear and stress outweighed;

    still Jesus comes and quietly stands beside us;

    to hear and help, tho’ we’re the ones who strayed.

Then God’s delight bursts thro’ the heav’ns above,
    the Spirit’s pow’r, pours out that hour;

    still Jesus shows the essence of God’s love -

    He lived and died - God by our side!

3. When time’s complete, prevarication over,

    and all are judged before our Maker’s throne,

    Christ will be there, our advocate beside us,

  claim for us life, by offering up his own -

    then God’s delight will burst the heav’ns above,

    the Spirit’s pow’r, will fill that hour;

    for all will know the essence of God’s love -

    Christ lived and died - God by our side!

52. HOW DID HE COME?

tune: Zimbabwean variant of ‘A Lincolnshire Poacher’

Christ Jesus did not come to earth 

with awesome cosmic powers,

Christ Jesus did not come to earth 

with awesome cosmic powers;

to make us all obey, in some robotic way

- Christ Jesus did not come to earth 

with awesome cosmic powers.

Christ Jesus did not come to earth 

to frighten or coerce.

Christ Jesus did not come to earth 

to frighten or coerce;

to scare, upset or chill, until we did His will-

Christ Jesus did not come to earth 

to frighten or coerce.

Christ Jesus did not only come to teach or to instruct.

Christ Jesus did not only come to teach or to instruct;

to tell us what to do, then leave us to pull through -

Christ Jesus did not only come to teach or to instruct.

4. 

Christ Jesus came to live & die, to win us all new life.

Christ Jesus came to live & die to win us all new life;

with passion & with care, 

that we His love might share –

Christ Jesus came to live & die to win us all new life.

5. 

Come, Jesus, touch us with your love,

that we might love You too,

and live with kindness, hope and joy,

in everything we do;

till others see Your care, in all we do & share –

Come, Jesus, touch us with your love,

that we might love You too. 

53. TEMPTED, TESTED & TRIED

Matthew 4:1-11 & Luke 4:1-13 



      tune: Ebenezer
1. Chosen people in the desert

    by life tempted, tested, tried:

    will they triumph in the struggle,

    trust in God and stay alive?

    They must wait for heav’nly manna

    all false gods must be denied.

    This the only route to blessing - 

    trust this God and they’ll survive! 

2. Son of God, baptised in Jordan, 

    now is tempted, tested, tried;

    starts his lonely, desert struggle,

    trusts in God so he’ll survive -

    now rejects all selfish short-cuts; 

    now stands back from greed & pride;

    now, for us, resists the Tempter,

    God, alone, keeps him alive!

3. Son of Man, betrayed and sentenced,

    once more taunted, tested, tried.

    On a cross, for us, he suffers; 

    for our rescue now he dies;

    faithful till his final heartbeat -

    facing death, eyes open wide.

    Gives his all that we might ever

    trust in God and stay alive.

4. We, like Jesus, called and chosen,

    daily tempted, tested, tried;

    challenged by relentless struggle,

    must trust God so we’ll survive.

    We, too, know corrupting pressures,

    face seductive compromise .

    By Christ’s death & through His Spirit,

    we’ll trust God and stay alive!

54. FASTING AND FEASTING

Matthew 4:1-11 


COMMUNION HYMN                  tune: Aurelia

1. It could have been so flashy, 

    with stones become baguettes;

    a bungie-jumping Saviour, 

    impressing all - no sweat;

    a fiendish impresario,  

    most anxious to install

    this superstar for always, 

    if he controlled it all.

2. But Christ was not persuaded, 

    He craved no wealth or fame

    and weeks of desert fasting 

    just clarified His aim:

    to rescue us from failure, 

    from self-deceiving fraud,

    by limitless self-giving

    to make us friends of God!

3. His scandalous refusal

    to simulate success

    has won for us this wonder -

    escape from our distress.

    He died abused, rejected,

    that we might be released -

    His hurt has worked our healing, 

    His fast becomes our feast!  

55. WE COME WITH THANKS...

John 1:35-51        




       tune: Finlandia

1. We come with thanks for all the ways  You find us,

    for ev’rything that helps Your presence prove:

    for written Word that tells us of Your rescue -

    how God has come to earth from heav’n  above;

    for nature’s voice in grandeur and in beauty,

    for ev’ry hint You give us of Your love.

2. We come with thanks for those who 

showed us Jesus,

   for all who tried to lead us to their Lord:

   for those whose care has moulded,

  nurtured, shaped us

    made life-without-You patently absurd;

    for teachers, friends and all our private heroes

    who helped us turn and listen to Your Word.

3. We come with thanks for all who keep us  faithful,

    who day by day renew our walk with You:

    for those who see our inward spirit flagging

   & in life’s struggle help us still pull thro’;

    for those around who give, that we receiving,

    may give, in turn, & to our God be true.

4. So, let us live with thankfulness and caring

   - show all around a life touched by Your care;

    that even we might help someone find Jesus

    pass on the love, by action & in pray’r;

    that they may walk, with us, thro’ earth  to heaven,

   share in the joy of living with You there.

56. THE CANA CANTICLE

John 2:1-10   


     tune: ‘Jesus put this  song into our hearts’.
1. Jesus changed the water into .....wine,

   Jesus changed the water into .....wine -

    all the wedding guests were getting 

.....desperate, so_-

    Jesus changed the wa-ater .....into new wine!

2 Mary thought that Jesus would do..fine,

  when the host was running out of ...wine

    Jesus asked for water poured in

 .....great big stone jars_-

    when they drank it, it had turned .....into new wine!

3. Jesus changed the water into .....wine,

   Jesus changed the water into .....wine -

    all the wedding guests were getting

 .....desperate, so_-

    Jesus changed the wa-ater....into new wine!
4. Joy & hope are fading in our .....time,

 all that’s good is tainted, like salt ...brine.

    Wine is turned to vinegar, or .....water that’s stale_-

    Jesus come and help us now ....we need new wine!

5. Jesus brings us gifts of bread & ....wine,

    he, himself, invites us all to ..... dine,

    by his death on Calvary he .....can give new life_-

    Jesus poured out painfully .....bought us new wine!

6. Jesus change our lives with your new .....wine,

    Make us of your love a living  .....sign.

    Give new hope that we can share with

 .....folk all around_ -


    Jesus change our lives today ..with your new wine!  

57. CLEANSING TEMPLES

John 2:13-21




         tune: Carey’s (Surrey)
1. The temple in Jerusalem -

   the pivot point where heav’n met earth -

    You built to be Your Home with us,

    but human greed undid its worth.

    Come cleanse, restore, revive, renew -

    make room for praise and prayer to You!
2. Indignant Jesus formed a whip

    to chase ungodliness away,

   ‘til greed took flight & beasts were gone

    and people found the space to pray.

3. Yet, still, this temple failed to form

  Your home with us, your dwelling place,

    but Cleansing Jesu’s death and life

    in three days brought us face to face.

4. Today, Your church is human still

    with sin and selfishness shot through -

    if justice must be lived each day,

    once more, come cleanse, Your Church renew.

5. And each, alone, imperfect stands -

    a shoddy home for You today.

    We need Your cleansing Spirit’s care

    ‘til we are temples where You’ll stay.

58. SEEKING WITH NICODEMUS

John 3:1-21




                        tune: Cruger

1. 

Whatever our confusion, however dark our night,

we each, with Nicodemus, may seek a guiding light;

if we but risk renewal, God's birthing from above,

our stumbling, painful progress 

can then be lit by love.

2. 



How ever fixed our habits, however set our ways,

God's spirit of renewal can blow through all our days;

we can't predict its coming or why it should be here,

but love's refreshing presence 

can blow away our fear.

3. 



How ever great our anguish, 


the hurts we seek to heal

there is in Christ's uplifting a rescue rich and real;

for thro’ this stark surrender – 

God's Son hung crucified -

we're offered life and healing as, for us, Jesus died.

4. 



With love that knows no limit and disregards its cost,

You've sought the undeserving,



You've summoned all who're lost;

with puzzled Nicodemus, You challenge us to say,

will we accept Your strangeness,



with You choose life each day?

59. WAITING BY WELLS

John 4:5-30           




      tune:  Kingsfold

1. If we would share the love we’ve known,

    let God’s great gift flow free,

    then we must drink at others’ wells

    wherever they may be;

    let others draw that we may drink,

    receiving what they share

    from ancient or new-opened wells -

    God help us meet You there.

2. We may well risk harsh mockery,

    feel helpless, out of place,

    and even those we seek to know

    may laugh back in our face.

    Yet we’ve no right to patronise

    but humbly, truly care -

    with honest, caring, Christ-like trust -

    God help us listen there.

3. For quiet, honest, openness,

    beside another’s well,

    may let Your winsome Spirit flow

    through what we have to tell,

    until, by grace, a thirst is quenched

    and Your great gift they know.

    God, thro’ us touch, intrigue & bless -

    let living waters flow.

60. THE BEATITUDES

Matthew 5:3-12   




        tune: Dominus regit me

1. How blessed are those who know they're poor,

    surviving on God’s caring;

    for God will surely shower them

    with ev’ry heav’nly blessing!

2. How fortunate are those who mourn

    for all of this world’s failure;

    for they, at last, will find in God

    both comfort  and consoler!

3. What joy awaits the meek who live

    devoid of calculation;

    a full inheritance is theirs -

    a cause for celebration.

4 What great delight will come to those

    who yearn for peace and justice;

    their hunger will be satisfied

    with God their true accomplice.

5. What kindness will be shown to those

    who always show forgiveness;

    for they, in turn, must then receive

    God’s mercy, love and goodness.           

6. How blessed are all who seek their God

    with unalloyed devotion;

    for, face to face, their God they’ll see

    with joy beyond emotion.

7. How fortunate are those who work

    to spread the gift of friendship;

    they surely will be seen to share

    the fullness of God’s kinship.
8. What joy is theirs who suffer much

    for standing up for justice;

    our God will surely shower them

    with honour in His Kingdom!  

9. We too, like them, inherit joy

    when for our God we suffer;

    with prophets we’ll be welcomed home

    to live with God for ever!
61. BLESSINGS AND WOES

Luke 6:20-27                        


                  tune:  Bunessan

1. Blessings upon you, if you're impov’rished;

    woes be upon you, if you are rich!

    Poor folk inherit all of God's Kingdom;

    rich folk must end up stuck in life's ditch.

2. Blessings upon you, when you go hungry;

    woes be upon you, if you are filled.

    Hunger invites you to God's great banquet;

  plenty precludes you - that's what God willed.

3. Blessings upon you, if you're left weeping;

    woes be upon you, should you just laugh.

    Tears turn to laughter, mocking to moaning;

    God's will reverses both smooth and rough.

4. Blessings upon you, if people hate you;

    woes be upon you, should the world cheer.

    God's own acceptance reaches far deeper

    valuing outcasts, holding them dear.

5. Jesus, rebuke us if we're complacent,

    only bring comfort if we're in pain.

    God of reversal, working renewal,

    make Your Word powerful, time and again!

62. NOTHING SPECIAL

Luke 6:12-16 & parallels        COMMUNION HYMN         tune: John Brown’s body

1. They were really nothing special

    they were just like me and you

    there was Bart and John & Philip,

    James & James & Andrew too,

    Matthew, Thomas, Simon, Simon,

    Judas, Judas, (what a crew!)

    yet Jesus chose them all....

    Jesus called them to his table

    with a love both strong & stable

    He alone could make them able

    to live their lives for God!

2 Jesus called them & he changed them,

    made them special, made them new;

    by his life, his death, his rising

    set them free and pulled them through-

    sent them out to share with others

    how God’s love could change them too 

    - Christ Jesus changed them all!

    Jesus called them to his table

    with a love both strong & stable

    He alone could make them able

    to live their lives for God!

CONTD…

3. Now, as guests, we are invited,

    to this feast, to make us new;

    for the pow’r that rescued Thomas

    can set free both me and you -

    Jesus’ love can make us ready

    to pass on the message too -

    Christ Jesus calls us all!

    Jesus calls us to his table

    with a love both strong & stable

    He alone can make us able

    to live our lives for God!

63. MOTHERS, BROTHER & OTHERS

Mark 3:20,21 & 31-35   



     tune: Comin’ thro’ the rye

1. Jesus' mother and his brothers,

    set out feeling sad;

    they'd had word from many others -

    "Jesus has gone mad!"

    So his mother, sisters, brothers - all his family -

    came out to save him from himself -

    to lock the lad away.  

2. Jesus' mother and his brothers,

    kept out by the crowd,

    sent a message passed by others

    mouth to ear (not loud).

    "Here's your mother, sisters, brothers,

     - here's your family,

    So, will you go and speak to them? -

    They're waiting now to see."

3. Jesus' mother, sisters, brothers

    waited for his word.

    Jesus turned to all the others -

    this is what he said:

"Who's a mother, sister, brother? Who is family?

    Why, anyone who does God's will,

    is mother now to me!"

4. We are called to serve each other;

    we are called to share.

    Jesus calls us as our brother -

    join him, if you dare:

"Who's a mother, sister, brother? Who is family?

    Why, anyone who does God's will,

    is brother now to me!"

5. Value mothers, sisters, brothers!

    Value all who care!

    Love lived out with one another,

    makes your life a prayer.

"Who's a mother, sister, brother? Who is family?

    Why, anyone who does God's will,

    is sister now to me!"

64. A FRIEND IN NEED

Luke 5:17-26  





            tune: Fulda

1. Alone, a victim, trapped, he lay.

    Alone, all hope would drift away.

    Alone, embittered day by day,

    Alone, he’d lost the will to pray.

2. By friends picked up without a sigh.

    By friends with stubborn faith held high.

    By friends thrust into Jesus’ eye -

    By friends who’d opened up the sky.

3. With You he now found strength to be.

    With You forgiveness set him free.

    With You, he danced for all to see;

    With You - new joy, eternally.

4. We, too, forgiveness need to know

    We, too, through Jesus, need to grow.

    We, too, alone, could sink too low;

    We, too, together, faith can show.

5. Help us, when some in sorrow lie;

    Help us, when pained they long to die.

    Help us, by prayer, to lift them high -

    Help us rip roofs, let in your sky!

65. SOWER SOWING

Mark 4:3-20   




            tune: Frere Jacques
1. Sower sowing, sower sowing,

    where there’s need, fling the seed -

    thistley, soft, or hard ‘n bare,

    handfuls scatter ev’rywhere -

    do this deed; sow with speed.

2. Sower sowing, sower sowing,

    some must grow, fast or slow:

    though true Scots would be appalled,

    do not mind the waste involved,

    what can grow soon will show.

3. Sower sowing, sower sowing,

    don’t despair, anywhere;

    never doubt this seed is good -

    God supplies it as he should,

    shows his care - trust him there!

4. Sower sowing, sower sowing,

    you can’t see what must be -

    one day fields of ripened wheat

    tons of grain that’s great to eat,

    bringing glee t’you and me!

66. WHOM WIND & WAVES OBEY

Luke 8:22-25  





           tune: Melita

1. Disciples, who on placid seas

    would calmly drift and take their ease,

    were now by tempests wracked and tossed

    and to dark fears were all but lost;

    yet peaceful in their boat there lay -

    the One whom winds and waves obey!

2. With desperation, driv’n by fear,

   they woke him, saying death was near -

    but Jesus, faithful to the end,

 rebuked the storm, made calm descend;

    he rescued them in ev’ry way -

    the One whom winds and waves obey!

3. We, too, lose faith when storm clouds show

    we, too, like Peter, need to know -

    however great the storm appears

    still Jesus stays to calm our fears;

    our help through ev’ry night and day -

    the One whom winds and waves obey!

4. This partner in our storm-tossed life,

    this friend & helper through our strife,

   has strength to match our darkest hour,

  to still each storm with God’s own pow’r;

    so, Friend, yet God, to You we pray -

    the One whom winds and waves obey!

67. WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?

Luke 10:25-37




             tune:  St. Catherine 

 1. “Who is my neighbour?”, asked the man 

     - entrapping Jesus was his plan -

    but Jesus then a story shared

    challenging him to show he cared.

    Only his life could meet Christ’s aim:

    “You go and, kindly, do the same!”
2. “Tortuous road to Jericho;

    traveller beaten and laid low.

    Priest and Levite passed him by,

    risking no kindness, heads held high.

    Holiness was their only thought;

    the victim’s life they set at nought.

3. Soon a Samaritan man came through

    (his folk were outcasts to a Jew),

    pity and kindness filled his heart

    practical first aid was his part -

    bandaging, carrying, laying bare

    the freeing power of those who share.”

4. “Now then”, said Jesus, “which of these

    lived as a neighbour, if you please?”

    Hating his answer, th’man replied 

    “The one whose kindness showed outside.”

    Jesus then challenged in God’s Name:

    “You go and, kindly, do the same!”

5. Asian or English, Gentile or Jew,

    holiness comes through what you do.

    Practical kindness, day by day,

    without false limits is God’s way.

    Kindness to ALL is Jesus’ aim:

    “You go and, kindly, do the same!”

68. THE LOVE OF STRANGERS

Luke 10:25-37 




                tune: Stewardship
1.

When we assume that true neighbours are like us -

cosy, safe friends from the culture we share -

tell us once more how the priest and the levite

failed, but that stranger showed kindness and care.

2. 

Should we still feel that each stranger’s a danger,

nursing distrust underneath our veneer,

shame us with care and surprise us with kindness

from some Samaritan we thought to fear.

3. 

God, who yourself came a stranger among us,

unrecognised, spat upon and ignored,

You died to make all Your enemies neighbours -

make strangers friends who are loved and adored.

4. 

We need You now to infect us with kindness,

changing our hearts, overcoming our fear,

till we embrace ev’ry stranger as neighbour,

sharing Your love with the world, far and near.

69. FACING FATALITIES

Luke 13:1-9                   




   tune: Ode to Joy

1. When a tragedy confronts us, 

    with its victims, death and pain,

    Jesus, walk each step beside us

      

    till Your way ahead is plain.

    Save us from all hasty judgements; 


    rescue us from dark despair -

    challenge, change, & move us forward; 


    lead us with your active care!

2. Help us value ev’ry minute 

            that we’re spared to live on earth;

    help us use each gift and blessing


grace has lent to give us worth.

    For the sake of those who suffered,


for the sake of all who died -

    help us live with love and justice;

      seize each moment they’re denied.

3. Though we fail to grasp the meaning


of our pain, distress or loss,

    You yourself unleash renewal


by Your death upon the cross.

    God who suffered to redeem us,


God of Grace, to You we pray:

    Help us work through grief and anger,

           held and healed by You each day.

70. INVITED GUESTS

Luke 14:15-24 

A COMMUNION HYMN 

tune: Sussex Carol
1.The feast was spread for all to see,

   the host then summoned company;

   successful, rich and satisfied

   they made excuses - even lied.

   Lives filled with self, lives packed with pride                   

   - lives too full to let God inside!

2.The host then sent to scour each street

   for those whom ‘nice’ folk never meet.

   He welcomed poor and blind and lame;

   those crushed, forgotten, trapped by shame.

   Lives needing healed, lives raw & sore,  

   lives our God could make whole once more!

3.The summons spread across the land,

   till all the hungry were at hand;

   the door then closed to leave outside

   those rich, complacent, satisfied.

   Feast for the crushed, feast righting wrong 

   - feast that shouts God’s great justice song!

4.This feast’s now spread for you & me,

   if we’ll accept God’s company.

   Christ summons us from near and far,

   no matter whom or where we are.

   Laid down his life, paid ev’ry cost -

   Wine and bread to revive the lost!

5.So let us come and share what’s giv’n -

   this foretaste of the feast of heav’n -

   respond, receive, and be made new

   for all the things we’re called to do.

   Receive God’s gift, that we may all

   live our lives to announce God’s call!

71. WHO CASTS THE FIRST STONE?

The detached bit - “John 8:1-11”   



tune: Kingsfold
  They came to have her stoned to death;

    her life they set at nought.

    They came to catch the preacher out;

    to use her for their sport.

    “Whichever one has done no wrong

    may throw stones first” he said.

   Their guilt at misuse of God’s Law

    meant one by one they fled.

2. She came expecting judgement harsh 

    - no mercy from a man -

    for though a man had shared her guilt,

    they’d held her while he ran.

    But Jesus waited while they went -

    condemners now condemned -

    “Nor I condemn, just go, don’t sin”

    said he, as to a friend.

3. If we should come with voices raised

    condemning others’ sin;

    convinced Your Law is on our side -

    “That’s wrong, so we must win!” -

    Confront us with your questions sharp

    that judge us as we judge;

    what selfishness impels our hate

    and makes us grace begrudge?

4. Yet, when we come ourselves condemned

    with no-where else to turn,

    when sin out-weighs ev’n who we are -

    a person, lost and lone -

    Great God who died to give us life,

    condemned to set us free,

    surprise us with your “Go, don’t sin!”

    Your kindness - let it be!

72. BEING FAMILY

Luke 15:11-31 




        tune: Personent Hodie

1. Father sets children free,

    lets them choose who to be,

    one son leaves - agony -

    (still receives his portion,

    such is dad’s devotion)

    God lets go, go, go,  

    just to show, show show,

    we can be truly free  only in God’s family
2. Son sets out, spending fast,

    friends and cash will not last,

    selfish joys soon are past,

    now alone, he suffers -

    life has hit the buffers.

    Life’s a pain, pain, pain,  

    lived in vain, vain, vain,

    till we face and embrace freedom in God’s family!

3. Father sees, homeward bound,

    sheepish son, all unwound,

    what was lost, now is found!

    Father springs to meet him,

    lovingly to greet him.

    Free at last, last, last,  

    from the past, past, past,

    find your wealth - your true self 

     - join the Father’s family!

4. Second son, in a huff,

    downs his tools - had enough -

    always home yet treated rough

    even though he laboured;

    seems the waster’s favoured!

    We may live, live, live,  

    just to give, give, give,

    yet we’re bound,


 till we’ve found freedom to be family!

5. Father’s love is the key,

    setting both lost sons free,

    also serves you and me -

    God’s love shown in Jesus

    is the thing that frees us.

    Jesus gave, gave, gave, us to save, save, save,  

showed us how, living now, we could be God’s family.

( Christian Music Ministries - text available for reproduction through the Christian Copyright Licence International (C.C.L.I.) scheme.

73. The SON of MAN MUST SUFFER

Mark 8:29-34            




    tune:  Ode to joy

1. Boldly, bravely Peter answered


Jesu’s question “Who am I?”.

  “You’re the Christ, God’s chosen victor!”


seemed the only right reply -

    having seen a thousand healings,

         cures to conquer each distress,

    Peter looked for certain triumph,


as the friend of this success.

2. Calmly, quietly, Jesus countered,


speaking of the Son of Man;

    for us, he must be rejected,


if he would fulfil God’s plan.

    Only by this dying, rising,


could he rescue and release;

    liberate those trapped in failure;

         bring new life and joy and peace.

3. Puzzled, angry, Peter blustered,


“Lord, this simply cannot be!

    Hope is growing; hearts are lifting -


you can win now, easily!”

    Jesus, sadly, firmly, frankly,

    put aside this man-made thought;

    for us, took the way of suff’ring,


set his own success at nought.

4. Here we glimpse the Gospel’s grandeur,

here we touch its healing pow’r:

    Jesus, driven by compassion,


goes to face his darkest hour.

    Now he heads for stark betrayal,

now he knows that he must die -

    spends himself to pay our ransom,


 gives his life for you and I.

5. If we follow such a saviour,


we must also bear our cross;

    live with sacrificial friendship -


gaining by embracing loss -

    live as carers, not consumers,


daily giving all we can;

    find our freedom in obedience


to this awesome Son of Man.

74. ARE WE BLIND or CAN WE SEE?

John 9  





  tune: Puer nobis natus est
1.     Are we blind or can we see, 

        what’s our true behaviour?

        when God comes to set us free, 

        will we resist Him angrily,

        or see Him as our Saviour?

2. (A) Jesus met a man born blind

          - set about his freeing -

          made him mud (a special kind), 

          then sent him off a Pool to find;

          this blind man came back seeing.

3. (B) Neighbours then were all confused

          - could they recognise him?

          He himself was not amused 

          ‘til ev’ryone was disabused

          and knew that Jesus healed him.

4. (A)  Then before the Pharisees

           question followed question –

           Sabbath healer, who was he? 

          A prophet? - this could never be!

          - they laughed at his suggestion.

CONTD…

5. (B)  Parents now were made to tell

          ‘bout their once-blind offspring:

          “He’s been blind & now is well, 

          but who could say how this befell?

          - your questions are unsettling!”

6. (A) Our man’s called again so he,

          forced to answer boldly,

          silenced ev’ry Pharisee 

          with “I was blind but now I see”;

          he left them looking coldly.

7. (B) He then questioned them in turn 

          - showing up their blindness -

          Jesus they will surely spurn

          and count the facts of no concern;

          cocksure, secure and mindless.

8.       Are you blind or can you see, 

          what is your decision?


          Are you like a ‘Pharisee’ 

          (a sad, deluded thing to be);

          locked in a self-made prison?


9.       Are you blind or can you see?

          Touched by Jesu’s healing,

          will you offer Him the key 

          and daily let Him set you free

          to see what He’s revealing?

75. JESUS AND THE CHILDREN

Mark 10:13-16   

             tune:  ‘When the Spirit of the Lord….’  

1.  

When disciples tried to stop children reaching Him,

Jesus welcomed them with love!

When disciples tried to turn kids away unblessed,

Jesus welcomed them with love!

With two open arms and two laughing eyes,

Jesus welcomed them with love!

With two list’ning ears and one caring heart,

Jesus welcomed them with love!

2. 

So whoever others treat as a waste of time,

Jesus welcomes them with love!

yes, whoever’s left ignored with their cries unheard,

Jesus welcomes them with love!

Never think you’re lost, never feel alone,

Jesus welcomes you with love!

Never hate yourself, don’t assume you’ve failed,

Jesus welcomes you with love!

3.

If the love of Jesus lives deep within our hearts

we must welcome others too.

If we’d follow step by step where our Saviour led

we must do what He would do -

find new ways to share, liberate our care,

make outsiders welcome too;

draw the fringes in, help the losers win,

‘til Christ lives through me and you!.

76. NO CROWN, NO THRONE…

Mark 10:32-45  





         tune:  Aurelia

1. No crown, no throne, no glory,

    to share with eager friends,

    no easy public triumph

    to which the world attends,

    but mocking, spitting, flogging

    and shouts of “Crucify!”;

    till naked, cramping, retching,

    You hang, alone, to die.

2. No cup of celebration,

    no feasting through the night,

    no show’rs of joy and blessing

    shared out as though by right,

    but tears of bitter anguish,

    of loneliness and pain,

    and darkness drenched in sorrow -

    this cup was Yours to drain.

3. No condescending master 

    no patronage to share,

    no lord or squire or owner

    with charity to spare,

    but God become our servant,

    obedient to the last;

    Your life laid down as ransom,    

    as rescue from our past.

4. Upturning expectations

    with selfless sacrifice,

   exploding preconceptions

    by how You lived and died,

    You summon us to follow,

    as bearers of your grace,

    that we ourselves, absurdly,

    may live as in Your place.

77. MARTHA

Luke 10:38-42        



         tune: Down Ampney

1. Is it enough to serve,

    rushing to help, with verve,

    and spend ourselves in lives of active caring?

    Should we not stop and see,

    in Jesu’s company,

    if love is better served by our receiving?

2. Is it enough to play,

    always and every day,

    the role that others seem to be expecting?

    Should we not risk instead,

    whatever may be said,

    a life that lets our God keep on subverting?

3. Is it enough to care,

    offer our help and prayer,

    but keep our welcome safe within our building?

    Might we unleash more good,

    here in our neighbourhood,

    by breaking out of careful church constraining?

4. So, Jesus, meet us now,

    touch us and show us how,

    with Martha, we can risk Your full renewing.

    Then, in a Mary way,

    journeying on each day,

    we’ll share a hopeful, healing, new beginning.

78. LIVING LIKE LAZARUS

John 11:1-44   





            tune: Leoni

1. Like Lazarus we fail,

    e’en though we are your friends;

  we’re caught & trapped by things we do,

    for selfish ends.

    Our life will fade away, 

    until we hear You say,

    “Rise up, my friend, and leave your tomb

     - come forth and live!”
2. Like Lazarus we need, 

    a friend who’ll risk his life

    to rescue all who die each day

    in this world’s strife.

    Each life’s a certain loss, 

    ‘til You say by your cross,

    “Rise up, my friend,  and leave your tomb

     - come forth and live!”

3. Like Lazarus we’d know 

    how much for us You care,

    if we could see you stand and weep

    or hear Your pray’r.

    For me You weep each day, 

    until I hear You say,

    “Rise up, my friend,  and leave your tomb

     - come forth and live!”
4. Like Lazarus we’ll find

    our risen life begins

    not after death but here and now, 

    despite our sins.

    Say what You will allow; 

    send resurrection now:

    “Rise up, my friend,  and leave your tomb

     - come forth and live!”

79. THE SMELLY SONG

John 11:39 


      tune: Southcote  (One more step along...)

1. Ooffy socks and stinking, sweaty clothes,

    poo-filled nappies that assault your nose;

    horrid smells of rank decay

    grow around us through each night and day.

    Jesus, come and make 

our lives smell fresh and new.

    Fragrant Jesus, make us fragrant too!

2. Yet our lives and all the things we do,

    can be rotten, bad and stinking too.

    Left to go our own sweet way

    we'll smell worse and worse day after day.

    Jesus, come.....
3. Things with Lazarus had got so bad,

    rot had taken all the life he had.

    Now, for days, the stink had grown -

    he was dead and best left well alone.

    Jesus, come....

4. Face to face with even this decay,

    Jesus could refresh in ev'ry way.

    "Lazarus, you must come out!" -

    rot and smelliness were put to rout.

    Jesus, come....

80. WELCOMING JESUS

John 12:12-24    




tune: Give me oil in my lamp

1. Come and welcome this King on a donkey.

Show your joy as our King comes near;

strip each branch from the palm trees and wave them;

let the city show our King is here!

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,

sing hosanna to the King of Kings!
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,

sing hosanna to the King!
2. He has proved even death cannot stop Him -

    see, His friend is alive once more -


    surely God is the one who has sent Him

    to bring life to ev’ry sinner’s door.

3. Only He knows what suff’ring must follow,

    and the price He must surely pay;

    like a wheat grain that dies to be fruitful,

    He must die so we can live His way.

81. SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD

Mark 14:3-9         



          tune: The Ash Grove

1. She came with a token

    - yet nothing was spoken -

    her ointment jar broken

    to do what she would.    

    Sweet perfume of caring

    on Jesus' head sharing, 

    for his death preparing,

    she did what she could.

    Praise God for her vision,

    despite the derision,    

    her mighty decision

    to do what she could.

    may her act inspire us,

    her confidence fire us,

    when others require us

    to change things for good!
2. The others at table

     were none of them able

    to see her as stable,

    but both mad and rude.

    Quite blind to the woman,

    not seeing her human   

    they laughed at this no-one

    who "did what she could".

3. Yet Jesus found power

    to face his dark hour

    in love she let flower,

    so he understood

    the worth beyond measure

    of this simple treasure

    that gives God true pleasure - 

   she did what she could!

82. THERE’S ALWAYS MORE

Luke 18:1-14 




     tune: Blessed Assurance

1. 

Follow that widow day after day

like her keep faith whatever folk say -

live through false judgements, pity and pain,

till God makes justice flower again.

We may have travelled far with our Lord,

we may have mined the depths of God’s Word

still there is more that we need to see -

truth that will challenge, truth that sets free..
2. 

Even our efforts made at great cost

could undermine us, leaving us lost;

self satisfaction, sneering at ‘them’

brings God’s reversal, loses the game.

3. 

Once we assume that we know it all

we must take heed or we’re sure to fall -

God offers insight we can’t ignore.

We need to listen - there’s always more!

83. LUKE – NO PALMS!

A Palm Sunday hymn on Luke 19:28-44

         tune: Winchester New

1. At last! The city comes in sight -

where human wrong must fight with right;

    where God in Christ will challenge all


    to stop, and turn and hear his call.

2. What angels sang near Bethlehem,

    friends shout now to Jerusalem;

    what lonely shepherds heard in fear,

    is now proclaimed for all to hear.

3. “God bless the King who comes this way

    as God’s own presence here, today!

    Let peace from heav-en come & reign;

    and God’s true glory shine again!”

4. But will the city heed these cries?

    Will people welcome - or despise?

  Will hearts be opened, lives made new -

    or callous selfishness show through?

5. Must cities always crush the weak

    refuse them any chance to speak?

    Must human greed and human pride

    ensure that Christ is crucified?

6. To us, today, Christ comes once more 

    - the God of challenge at our door -

    now  we must stop and turn and hear;

    receive new life while God is near!

84. JESUS WEEPING

Luke 19:41-44  




     tune: ‘Jubilate, ev’rybody’

1. Jesus, weeping for the city,

    when You could have cried for Your own suff’ring,

    for us shedding tears of pity,

    when you could have cried for Your own pain:

    God who died outside the city,

    that Your love might reach its people –

    by Your dying and Your rising,

    bring us all to life again!

2.  Jesus, weeping for our city,

    for injustice, hurt and hidden suff’ring,

    seeing past it’s self-promotion

    to the people we have left in pain;

    make us agents of your healing,

     bringing hope and joy and justice,  

     sharing peace across this city

     till, at last, your love must reign! 

85. TRUE TEMPLE

Luke 19:45 & 46 



          tune: Jesus stand among us… 

1. God had meant this temple 

    as a place for all to share;

    focus of true worship,

    and a joy-filled “house of prayer” -

    a place rich with welcome, 

    home of God on earth,

    gath’ring place for all in need,

    a place of love and mirth.

2. Somehow human usage

    soon corrupts, distorts, deceives;

    till God’s place of welcome

    is become a “den of thieves” –

    a place of confusion, 

    ruled by human greed,

    emptied of the prayerfulness

    that all of us still need.

3. Jesus felt the anguish

    of the House of God abused;

    had to turn the tables,

    show that God was not amused –


    a prophet in action, 

    driving evil out,

    agent of the living God

    who left no-one in doubt!

4. Soon it would be Jesus

    who was driven out of town,

    mocked and scorned and spat on,

    hung up high and then cut down -  

    that made Him our temple,

    hearer of our prayer,

    truest friend of all in need,

    the God whose always there.

86. FEAST OF POSSIBILITIES

Mark 14:12-26 

A COMMUNION HYMN   

        tune: Picardy

1. Bearing all their fears and tensions,

    hopes and doubts and prayers & pain,

    looking for an easy triumph,

    to the feast they turned again;

    seeking in familiar ritual

    safety - but they sought in vain.

2. Jesus spoke of separation -

    how he’d die and they would flee;

    sacrificial blood and body -

    only way to set them free.

    Failure faced, then resurrection

    was the way it had to be.

3. In this feast their faith familiar

    would be loosened from its ties.

    Temple left, and circumcision -

    narrow holiness now dies.

    Jew and Gentile soon both welcome;

    fellowship for all will rise!

4. As we gather at your table,

    we bring fears and tensions too.

    Help us not seek easy safety,

    but to die and rise with you;

    upturned by your bold acceptance,

    walk with you our whole life through.

5. Lord, wherever you would lead us

    let us be prepared to go.

    Lord of new truth, new beginnings

    meet us, move us, truth to show.

    In this feast of possibilities

    challenge, change, so we may grow.

87. A NIGHT UNLIKE ALL OTHERS

The night on which He was betrayed      tune:  “As the deer pants for the water…”

EXODUS  12:21-42

1. You have made us a house of safety

         which the sting of death must pass.

    Once enslaved, we’re now liberated

     
by a love that’s sure to last.

    You, alone, went to die in pain

           to set us free, give us life again.

    You, alone, drained our cup of  suff’ring,


let us find our joy in You!

MARK 14:22-26

2. You have won us a feast of friendship

      where we’re welcome, though we fail;

    You have offered Your blood & body,


that Your hurt might heal us all.

    You, alone, went….
MARK 14:32-42

3. You have bought us both hope and  healing


to empow’r us day by day,

    for us, faced total fear and danger,

    yet You chose to go God’s way.

    You, alone, went….
88. PETER’S SONG

Peter’s story as told in Mark’s Gospel   

     
           tune: Surrey

1. One glance, few  words, & I was gone;

    I left my nets and followed on.

    For people, now, I'd fish (he said) -

    his hope and promise filled my head.

    Yet, Jesus, then I barely knew

    the price I'd pay to follow you!

2. His touch, no words, and she was healed;

    her fever gone, our friendship sealed.

   Then town by town throughout the land

    I saw folk healed by his command.

    Still, Jesus, then I did not know

    the way you'd take, or where we'd go.

3. His question, frank, was “Who am I?”

    “You are the Christ!” my bold reply;

    but next he told of death and pain

    and I was angry, once again.

    Good Jesus, then I could not see,

    the way that things just had to be.

4. A loaf, a cup, an upper room,

    more words from him about our doom.

    "I'll never let you down", I said,

    as pride and bragging filled my head.

    Dear Jesus, then I would not see

    the worthlessness you'd find in me.

5. One glance, no words, a cock'rel's cry,

    I knew there was none worse than I!

    For I'd betrayed my only Lord,

    despite my sworn and promised word.

    Brave Jesus, then alone you died -

    my failure killed you - how I cried!

6. Three days and then an empty tomb -

    new hope began to pierce my gloom;

    his message called for me, by name,

    with Jesus, Peter lives again!     

    So, Jesus, now, at last, I see

    you had to die to set me free.


89. THE PLEASING SON

‘SON OF GOD’ sayings in Mark     

      

 tune: In dulci jubilo
1. Good Christians all rejoice,

    with heart and soul and voice;

    we have got Good News to tell -

    Christ has come to make things well.

    Walking on the earth below

    is God in flesh for all to know -

    Christ the Son of God, Christ the Son of God.

2. Good Christians give your ear

    to what we have to share:

    Jesus was baptised by John

  God, from heav’n, called him “My Son!”,

    showed real pleasure and great love,

    sent down his Spirit, like a dove -

    Beloved Son of God, Beloved Son of God!

3. Good Christians listen well

    to what we have to tell:

    Peter, James and John were there -

    mountain top for Jesu’s prayer -
    glory shone with blinding light

    and God spoke out to put them right:

    “Hear this Son of God, Hear this Son of God!”

4. (SLOWER)  Good Christians stop and stare

    at what He had to bear - 

    priests and rulers had Him killed

    (even this was what God willed).

    Guards who watched to see Him dead

    spoke truth for all when this they said:

    “Here’s the Son of God, Here’s the Son of God!”

5. (FASTER, again)   Good Christians all rejoice,

    with heart and soul and voice;

    death itself He overcame,

    bursting back to life again,

    now He rules at God’s right hand

   & we should shout throughout the land:

    “Praise the Son of God, Praise the Son of God!”

90. THE VINE OF LIFE

John 15:1-11 


                                           tune:  Martyrdom

1. With care and skill You tend and train

    each branch upon the vine

    that each may bear the sweetest grapes 

    to make the finest wine -

2. The wine of hope and justice done,

    of promise now fulfilled;

    the wine of love poured out for all,

    the new wine that You willed.

3. Yet claiming freedom, right and choice,

    we seek to grow alone,

    so bear but wizened, bitter grapes

    or, fruitless, carry none.

4. Alone, we turn to lifeless twigs

    just fit to fuel a fire.

    We need Your sap of fellowship

    that we may grow entire.

5. O Christ, who gave up all You had

    to be, for us, our vine,

    let each be grafted to Your stock,

    share fruitfulness and wine!

91. GOD'S HELP IS ON ITS WAY!

John 14 & 16 

         tune: All things bright and beautiful, or Royal Oak

    EVEN IF WE'RE DESPERATE,

    OR RIDDLED WITH DISMAY;

    THRO' THE SPIRIT JESUS SENT,

    GOD'S HELP IS ON ITS WAY!
1. We may be in a pickle, not knowing what to say -  

    but like a courtroom lawyer 

God's Spirit saves the day!

2. We may think we know nothing, 

             confusion's here to stay - 

    but using life as lessons

    God's Spirit shows the way!

3. We may feel lost & lonely, 

not answered when we pray -

   but like another Jesus, God's Spirit's here each day!

92. OUR HELPER

John 14:15-21 & 16:4b-15 




tune: Noel

1. O Spirit set to plead our cause,

    brave counsel, ever near,

    O Spirit wise to give us words

    and overcome our fear,

    come, bring us confidence and hope

    that we, with you, may be

    unfettered advocates of Christ

    till all the world is free.

2. O Spirit, tutor, teacher, friend,

    when Christ we seek to know,

    O Spirit using all of life

    to help us learn and grow,

    come, teach, inspire, cajole, instill

    God's wisdom rich and rare,

    that we, with you, may teach and bless,

    show ev'ryone God's care.

3. O Spirit, like a second Christ

    impelled by Christ-like love,

    O Spirit, come to dwell with us

    like fire and wind and dove,

    come, lead us to full fellowship

    with Father and with Son,

    that, with God's people near and far,

    Christ's love may make us one.

93. JESUS KEPT PRAYING

Luke (various)   




     tune:  Early One Morning  

1. Jesus was praying: 

    God's Spirit came from heaven

    declaring him God's Own Son 

    and sending him God's way.

    Prayer gives us daring, 

    thro' listening & sharing,

    Strength to be caring; 

    so teach us Lord, to pray!
2. Jesus stayed praying 

    one night upon a mountain,

    preparing to choose the twelve

    to lead us in his way.

3. Jesus was praying 

    when Peter named him, "Christ of God!"

    He knew then he'd have to die -

    and rise another day.

4. Jesus was praying,

     with anguish in the darkness,

     kept faith tho’ he knew his friends 

    would flee, deny, betray.

5. Jesus kept praying 

    all thro’ his time among us;

    took time in God's presence -

    found strength for each new  day.

6. We must keep praying, 

    like Jesus always praying,

    to live in God's company 

    thro' each and ev'ry day!

94. EIGHT DAYS OF HOLY WEEK

the Passion Story      




 tune:  Southcote

1. 

SUNDAY Jesus rode into the town -

crowds with palms a-waving all around -

for the moment all seemed well,

on that donkey Jesus looked so swell.

Jesus came to help the friends who'd run away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

2. 

MONDAY Jesus had to get more tough -

temple traders made the temple rough -

Jesus chased these thieves away,

making space for ev'ryone to pray.

Jesus worked to make God's House a place to pray 

- Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

3. 

TUESDAY Jesus preached for all to hear - even priests and leaders lent an ear,

but they hated what he said -

now they longed to see this Jesus dead.

Jesus preached when we would all have run away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

4. 

WED-NES-DAY he taught his closest friends;

how they'd share the Spirit he would send.

Though they'd fail and run away...

they'd come back & live for God one day.

Jesus taught to help  the friends who'd run away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

5. 

THURSDAY was the day that Jesus stayed;

ate with friends & then alone he prayed.

All the others turned and ran-

Jesus stayed to carry out God's plan.

Jesus stayed to help the friends who ran away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

6. 

FRIDAY - Jesus died upon a cross-

no-one stayed to watch their sad, sad loss.

all alone he died in pain -

for us all he took the stress and strain.

Jesus died to help the friends that ran away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

7. 

SAT-UR-DAY was such an empty day;

Once he'd died there seemed no more to say

But, unseen, at God's command,

resurrection life was close at hand....

Soon he'll live to help the friends who ran away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

8 

SUNDAY Jesus came to life again

greeting friends who'd left and caused him pain.

Now he lives to show God's care;

helping needy people ev'rywhere.

Jesus lives to help the friends who ray away -

Easter means he'll help us ALL today!

95. TREKKING WITH JESUS

Luke 18:31ff; Luke24:13ff & Acts 9:1ff
       tune: Marching through Georgia

1. Walking to Jerusalem, 

    with Jesus and his crew -

    hear him say all roads are blocked

    by evil that we do,

    but he’ll make a route for us

    through death to life anew.

    His death will free us for ever!

    Hello! Let’s go, with Jesus on the road.

   let’s show we know who’ll help us with our load

   tho’ we cannot tell how rough

    the way ahead will be, 

   Jesus will lead us for ever!
2. Sad, confused and in distress, 

    two friends who walked and cried.

    Joined upon the road by one

    who now became their guide.

    He they’d thought was dead and gone

    was walking by their side -

    Jesus was with them for ever!

3. Riding the Damascus road,

    a very angry man

    out to crush the Christian  church 

    when Jesus stopped his plan.

    Dazzled by the risen Christ

    a whole new life began -

    following Jesus for ever.

96. MARY MAGDALENE & OTHERS

Mark 15:40,15:47 & 16:1




     tune: Bunessan

1. Faithful to Jesus, serving him always

      up hill and down dale through Galilee -

      women unnoticed, quietly supporting;

      Mary and others helping him be.

2. Jesus arrested - followers scattered -

      men with their big mouths cannot be found;

      women remaining watch Jesus dying,


      Mary and others standing their ground.

3. All hope now faded - only a body,

     cold and disfigured - Jesus is dead.

     women still caring watching him buried;

     Mary and others - nothing is said.

  4. Huddled together carrying spices

      (still serving Jesus in a cold tomb)

      women in mourning doing their duty -

      Mary and others lost in the gloom.

5. New hope surprises (alarming, unsettling)

    "Jesus is living - risen today!"

    These friends so faithful can't take the good news;

    Mary and others running away.

  6. God of renewal, hope and surprises,

      you love the quiet faith of a friend:

      yet you would bless us with new beginnings,

      Mary and others need what you send!

97. A FUTURE for the FRIGHTENED

Mark 16:1-8  




    tune: "You shall go out...."

1. On resurrection day the women ran away,

    & the story of God's love was left uncompleted -

    yet to all who fear, risen Jesus comes near

    so that they'll live out his love.

    So the story will only be complete, 

    (with the balance just right, the ending neat)

    Jesu's story will only be complete,

    if we live out his love.

 2. "If Jesus you would see, then go to Galilee",

    and begin to live the life you've left uncompleted.

    In the daily grind, risen Jesus we'll find

    as we all live out his love.

     As we work to ensure that justice's done,

    as we offer our all 'til love has won,

   then each day we  will know God's risen Son,

   as we live out his love.

3. Do not procrastinate, the time is getting late,

& each moment must be used that's still uncompleted

    We can start right now - risen Jesus shows how -

     let us all live out his love.

    If we each follow Jesus day by day,

    let the presence of God chase fear away,

    then our story completes what God would say,

    as we live out his love.

98. EARTH-SHATT’RING SILENCE

Mark 16:1-8                        


        tune:  Let there be love

1.
Though it was fear set them running,

sealing their lips as they ran, 

here in this earth shatt’ring silence

their chance of life now began…

for in that tomb cold and empty

all of their world was remade -

now it was good that could triumph,

Christ was alive!

2. 
Though cruel death seemed the winner,

     
crushing each hope to despair,

     
now in this earth shatt’ring silence

     
they could believe, if they’d dare!

     
There could be joy for their sorrow,

     
life-changing freedom from fear,

     
desperate hurts could find healing,

     
Christ was alive!

3. 
Still, as we each hear their story,

    
feel the freeze-frame of their fear,

share in their earth shatt’ring silence,

    
our chance of life will draw near.


God offers each of us freedom,


healing and hope, life and joy,


here all our world can be altered - 

Christ is alive!

     

99. EASTER BREAKFAST

Luke 22&24          AN EASTER DAY COMMUNION HYMN        tune: Day of Rest

1. The feast begun in shadow

    is now diffused with light;

    betrayal and denial

    are through Your death put right -

    now mighty resurrection

    invites us all to share

    as guests around Your table -

    forgiven - welcomed here!

2. Like Peter and the others

    we fail or sneak away;

    we help to crucify You -

    forgive us, Lord, we pray -

    but through Your resurrection,

    Your vict’ry in the strife,

    with Mary and Joanna

    we now receive new life!

3. We, too, walk with Cleopas,

    confused and in despair;

    today, as in Emmaus,

    oh, Risen Lord, be near!

    Sit with us at this table;

    set hearts on fire for You -

    let Easter joy empow’r us

    each day our whole lives through!

100. MARY, THOMAS & ME

John 20:11-29   




     tune: Somebody greater

1. Mary still thought that her Jesus was dead 

  -  when she saw him she saw just a gard’ner instead

    Jesus surpris’d her & called her by name

    she rejoiced to discover him living again!

    Jesus who rose up on Easter Day

    shares new life with those who’ll go  His way.

    If left to myself I’d just wander astray-

    So,Jesus be the life in me,here today!

2. Thomas, so sceptical, found it absurd 

    that his friends could meet Jesus

 - tho’ they gave their word.

   Jesus went back and asked Thomas to touch;

    he was bowled over backwards

 - “This man is too much!”

3. Hopeful or sceptical, what do I know?

    If You came to me now  what 

response would I show?

   Help me to hear you & answer your call

    Give the whole of my life to you  - my all in all!

101. THREE SIGNS OF EASTER

tune: John Brown’s Body

1. In the CROSS we find a sign of love 

within a sign of pain,

    for it speaks of our desertion,

how God looked to us in vain,

    yet it tells of Jesus facing death

to win us life again –

    the cross proclaims God’s love!

    Glory, glory, hallelujah! (three times))

    the cross proclaims God’s love!

2. In the EMPTY TOMB the emptiness

proclaims God’s bold reply

    to the victory of sin and death

 that nothing could defy

    Jesus’ goodness had to mean that

even death itself must die –

    that tomb proclaims God’s love!

    Glory, glory, hallelujah! (three times)

    that tomb proclaims God’s love!

3. In OUR LIVES the risen Jesus

 can empower us to be true

    to the cause of love and justice

in whatever deeds we do;

    we can let his Spirit guide us,

turn us round and make us new -

    our lives must show God’s love!

    Glory, glory, hallelujah! (three times)

    our lives must show God’s love!

102. EMMAUS SONG

Luke 24:13-35   





     tune: Southcote 

1.Two sad friends were walking side by side

    sharing pain they knew no way to hide;

    now another walked their way

    hearing ev’rything they had to say -

    Jesus joined those friends 

    to walk their weary road,

    step by step to help them with their load.

2. Still today upon the road of life

    as we travel through the joy and strife -

    seen or unseen, He is there   

    walking with us, just to show His care -

    Jesus joins us now 

    to walk our chosen road,

  step by step to help us with our load.

3. Jesus soon began to talk and share,

    making sense of things right then & there -

    now they knew why Jesus died:

    in life’s battle God was on their side!

    Jesus helped them see 

    the way things had to be

    bit by bit His words would set them free.
4. Still today His words can help explain

    things we’ve puzzled over, all in vain:

  “Why?” & “What?” & “How?” come clear

    if we let Him whisper in our ear.

    Jesus helps us see the way things have to be

    bit by bit his words will set us free.

5. Fired by all that Jesus did and said

    these disciples couldn't go to bed.

    Back to town they ran to share

    all the happiness that they could bear.

    Jesu’s quiet care had helped them turn around  - set them off to share the joy they’d found.

6. Still today God can surprise us all;

    give new joy when we have heard His call 

    - stop us, turn us, send us out,

    telling ev’ryone what life’s about.

    Jesu’s quiet care can help us turn around -
    set us off to share the joy we’ve found.

103. FISHERMAN PETER 

Matt. 4:18-22 ; Mark 14:66-72; John 21       tune: Lilli burlero (BBC World Service)
1. Fisherman Peter heard Jesus call;

    left all he knew; gave Jesus his all.

    Fisherman Peter shows us the way -

    living with Jesus day after day. 

    Follow, follow, hear Jesus call-o

    Hear Jesus call us to serve at his side -

    live lives filled with caring and helping 

 and sharing,

    so spread the Good News to all, far and wide!

2. Desperate  Peter heard the cock cry

    saw how he’d failed and hoped he would die.

    Desperate Peter stood in our place -

    all of us fail and share his disgrace..

    Hollow, Hollow, empty and small-o

    Empty & small are our efforts at good -

    like Peter denying e’en when we are trying

    Great God we need help to do what we should!
3. Fisherman Peter fishing again -

    Jesus still called him back as a friend.

    Fisherman Peter stood on the shore

    shows us we’ll all be welcomed once more.

    Follow, follow, hear Jesus call-o,

    call us again to return to his side -

    with Jesus forgiving once more we’ll start living,

    so spread the Good News to all far and wide!

104. POSSIL BREAKFAST SONG

John 21:1-19  

A COMMUNION HYMN  
      tune: As the deer pants

1. From the shore, Jesus watched them fishing,

    felt the depths of their despair,

    yet he’d made them a hearty breakfast

    which he called them back to share:

"COME AND EAT WHAT I OFFER YOU.

Come, BE REFRESHED & REVIVED, MADE NEW.

HERE, WITH ME, FIND A NEW BEGINNING,

THAT WILL LAST YOUR WHOLE LIFE THRO’."

2. Those who’d failed, hiding in the darkness,

    who’d left Jesus all alone,

    now were welcomed, at dawn, for breakfast

    called to come and start again:

"COME AND EAT…"

3. Here today, gathered here in ASTON*,

    Jesus still repeats his call;

    calls us back to receive his breakfast,

    shows his love for each and all:

    "COME AND EAT…"

* The original word here was “POSSIL” as it was written for Possilpark Parish Church in Glasgow, but Aston fits just as well!

PART FOUR

Responding to 

ACTS,

EPISTLES and

REVELATION

105. STILL, THEY WERE WAITING

Acts 1:12-14



           tune:  Sing Alleluia to the Lord

1. 

Still, they were waiting on their Lord -

Could they depend upon his word?

Christ had ascended, his story ended,

should they keep waiting on their Lord?

2. 

Fears, doubts and questions filled the air

Could they trust Jesus to be there?

Would Spirit power come, touching them, ev’ryone?

Prayer kept them waiting on their Lord.

3. 

Risking and waiting, still they stayed;

praying they would not be betrayed.

Somehow they found new peace, 

new trust and new release.

Growing by waiting on their Lord.

4.

Still, we must wait upon our Lord,

patiently wait upon his word -

learning to trust his care, always & ev’rywhere.

Here, let us wait upon our Lord.

106. THE SPIRIT COMES....

Acts 2:1-14   




      tune: Sitholile Inkululeko 

1. The Spirit comes to bring us freedom,

    to conquer fear and set us free!

    The Spirit comes to bring us freedom,

    to conquer fear and set us free!

    Love to keep us living; Hope to make us strong;

    Joy to keep us singing all of life along.

    O Spirit free us! Yes, Spirit free us!

    O Spirit free us! Yes, Spirit free us!

2. The Spirit brings us close together 

    uniting all of us in one!

    The Spirit brings us close together 

    uniting all of us in one!

    Building understanding; teaching how to share;

    spreading love and kindness each and ev'rywhere

   Bring us together! Keep us together! 

   Bring us together! Keep us together!

3. The Spirit sends us on a mission,

    to live and share the love we’ve found!

    The Spirit sends us on a mission,

    to live and share the love we’ve found!

    Risking contradiction, braving the unknown,

    listening and caring, till God’s love is shown.

    O Spirit send us! Yes, Spirit send us!

    O Spirit send us! Yes, Spirit send us!

107. PENTECOST!

Acts 2:1-14




 tune:  Jubilate, Ev’rybody…

1. First they heard a great commotion

    like a typhoon blowing straight from heaven;

    then they saw a fiery presence -

    spreading, dancing over everyone.

    God’s own Spirit seized & blessed them,

    set them singing, sharing, praising -

    praise in ev’ry human language -


    on the day God’s Spirit came!

2. Soon the room could not contain them,

    Spirit-joyfulness spread through the city,

    street by street they startled strangers

    effervescing with a new-found joy.

    God’s own Spirit seized & blessed them,

    set them singing, sharing, praising -

    praise in ev’ry human language -

    on the day God’s Spirit came!

3. Peter, rescued from his failure, 

    found a voice to speak to all the people;

    told how Jesus, once rejected,

    had been raised to life to save us all.

    God’s own Spirit seized & blessed him,

    set him preaching, sharing, praising,

    touching hearts with hope and healing,

    on the day God’s Spirit came!

108. SPIRIT OF THE SUPPER

A COMMUNION HYMN for the season of Pentecost  
            tune: Praise my soul

1. Spirit, lead us to the table

    where the feast of life is laid -

    bread of hope and wine of healing,

    freely for us all displayed.

    Spirit lead us, Spirit feed us

    with the food that Christ has made.

2. Spirit, help us here remember

    selfless deeds by which we're cured -

    secret pains and public torture,

    all, for us, by Christ endured.

    Spirit reach us, Spirit teach us

    how this death our life secured.

3. Spirit bless us with your presence

    as we eat and then depart,

    that replenished, fed and strengthened,

    each may keep a Christ-like heart.

    Spirit know us, Spirit show us 

    how to share your loving art.

4. Spirit, in the name of Jesus,

    draw us closer, make us one;

    all the guests at God's own table,

    here unite in God's own Son.

    Spirit hold us and enfold us

    till your healing work is done. 

109. ACTIVE SPIRIT SONG

Acts 2 






           tune: Lauds

with hands together fingers make flickering flames...

1. Spirit fiery, Spirit free,

    flame alive for you and me,

    touch us heal us, let us be

    God's own people here, today!

with arms above heads like branches blown in the wind...

2. Spirit windy, rushing through,

    breath of God on all we do,

    move us, change us, make us new,

    blow all through us here today!

with thumbs crossed, hands make flapping dove wings...

3. Spirit gentle like a dove,

    bringing blessing from above, 

    fill us with your peace and love,

    make us lovely here, today!

110.DANGEROUS WORDS

Acts 6&7





 tune: Woodlands

1.

If carefulness and decent, ordered ways

have silenced voices that we need to hear,

then, in Christ’s name, disturb our wayward peace

‘til justice shouts and we resist our fear.

2.

Should right respect for what has gone before

entrap us in tradition’s firm embrace,

unleash, we pray, some Stephens in our midst that Your new vision may refresh this place!

3.

If hallowed stones have somehow walled us in,

put limits on the futures we can see,

once more send Stephen’s pow’rful, wrecking words

to clear the way, to set Your people free.

4.

Should we misread the story that we share

as winding down when You have just begun,

tell it again and spring its full surprise,

unleash its promise, ‘til Christ’s cause is won.

5.

So, Stephen’s God, You shock as You renew;

we stand before You, wary of Your ways,

yet with Your help and by Your Spirit’s pow’r

we’ll seek to risk renewal all our days.

111. THE ETHIOPIAN

Acts 8:26-39 




     tune: John Brown's body

1. On a desert road by Gaza,

    at the hottest time of day,

    Philip waited, as instructed,

    just to see who'd come that way.

    Soon an Ethiopian leader

    who had travelled far to pray

    came riding, riding by...

Surely nothing could prevent him -

God's own Spirit must have sent him -

Love had purposed to present him


to be baptised that day!
2. He was reading from the Bible

    what the prophets had to say

    but he didn't understand it

    in a Jesus kind of way.

    Philip joined him in his carriage

    made the Gospel clear as day -

    so this is what he said...

"Surely nothing can prevent me -

God's own Spirit must have sent me -

Love has purposed to present me


to be baptised today!"

3. God has shown us in this story

    that His love is meant for all;

    not restricted or selective,

    but for all who hear his call.

    God loves Africans and Asians

    and the rest, both big and small;

    God calls us all, today...
Surely nothing can prevent us -

God's own Spirit must have sent us -

Love has purposed to present us


to share God's grace today!

4. Now we've gathered and assembled

    and the Love of God is here,

    to forgive us, heal us, bless us,

    overcome each fault and fear,

    & this child we've brought for blessing

    is to Jesus very dear -

    God loves this child today!

Surely nothing can prevent her -

God's own Spirit must have sent her -

Love has purposed to present her


to be baptised today!

112. PETER’S BIG SURPRISE

tune: You shall go out with joy….  (Rejoice & Sing no.415)

1.

He thought he’d giv’n his all, 

to answer Jesu’s call;

left his home, his work, his wife, 

to live for his Saviour.

Yet this dream said “No! You’ve still so far to go,

if you’d understand God’s love!

All the right and the wrong you thought you knew,

all the things that you must and must not do,

are replaced by this truth revealed to you -

Christ’s blood can cleanse us all!”

2. 

He thought he’d now arrived, 

although he’d once denied

that he’d ever been a friend 

of Jesus his Saviour.

Yet this dream said “No! You’ve still so far to go,

if you’d understand God’s love!

All the joys and the tears you’ve known before,

even moments with Jesus on the shore,

do not mean that our God won’t ask for more -

There’s always more to learn!”

3.

He thought he gave the lead, 

that now his word and deed,

gave God’s guidance to the Church 

of Jesus his Saviour.

Yet this dream said “No! You’ve still so far to go,

if you’d understand God’s love!

For the Spirit of God must still surprise,

overturn ev’rything that we’d surmise,

you’ll just mess up until you realise -

God’s Spirit leads our way!”

113. Follow Peter following Jesus

Mark 14, John 21, Acts 10 & Galatians 2

      
          tune: Caswall

1. 

Jesus challenged Peter on that fateful night –

would he own his leader or deny, in fright?

2. 

Jesus pressured Peter standing on the shore,

even after failure, did he love Him more?

3. 

On a roof in Joppa, nothing’s what it seems -

God upturns assumptions, offers bold new dreams.

4. 

Now to Gentile sinners God has come with pow’r;

Peter must embrace them, learning hour by hour.

5. 

God still pressured Peter never to retreat -

live accepting diff’rence; welcome, share and eat.

6. 

As we follow Peter, we are challenged too –

God, help us to welcome, whilst we welcome You.

7. 

So, with mutual honour, always freely shared,

may we follow Jesus, walk where Peter dared.

114. SPIRIT-DRIVEN ACTS

Acts (various texts)   

   
                        tune:  Regent Square

1. 
Spirit, speaking ev’ry language,              ACTS 2:1-14


ev’ry dialect and tongue,


showing limitless acceptance


making all the nations one -


share your Pentecostal passion,


through us do what must be done.

2. 
Spirit of neglected widows,                         ACTS 6:1-10


seeking fairness for us all;


source of Stephen's grace and wisdom,


full commitment to Your call -


help us advocate renewal,


live for justice, standing tall.

3. 
Spirit, breaching Peter’s limits                       ACTS  10


to the people he could see,


Spirit active in Cornelius,


Spirit fair and Spirit free,


wrestle with our narrow vision


as to what your truth might be.


4.
Spirit, loving Jew and Gentile,


Spirit savaged by our sin,


shocked by genocide and slav’ry,


hurt when racist evils win -


help us learn from prev’ous failures,


own our guilt, new life begin.

5. 
Spirit, driving your apostles


into active loving care,


‘til they lived the Gospel’s welcome


with all people ev’rywhere -


challenge us to share asylum


with whoever needs it here!

115. NO EAST OR  WEST 

1st Corinthians       



          tune: St. Bernard CM

1. verse one of the hymn:

    “In Christ there is no east or west….”

2. Where some were valued, some were scorned;

    some slaves, some rich and free;

    our Christ - despised, rejected, killed -

    has one us equity.

3.  When Jew & Greek would barely speak,

    when class kept folk apart,

    Christ Jesus broke each barrier down

    gave all a brave new start.

4. No claim of caste or clan now stands,

    nor gender, race or power;

    for Christ has leveled each and all,

    brought justice to full flower.

5. But all are welcome at his side

    to share his hope and joy

    and mutual help and mutual care

    must all of us employ.

6. verse one of the hymn:

    “In Christ there is no east or west….”

116. THE BREAD OF LIFE

John 6:35 & 1st Corinthians 11:23f & 10:17            tune:  'Sing Alleluia to the Lord,' 

1. Jesus, you are the Bread of Life,

    Jesus, you are the Bread of Life,

    Feed us and fill us, strengthen and thrill us,

    Jesus, you are the Bread of Life. 

2. Broken, that you might feed us all,

    Broken, that you might feed us all,

    Your self denying, our life supplying,

    Broken, that you might feed us all.

3. Many, in You, become one bread,

    Many, in You, become one bread,

    Knead, raise & bake us, one people make us, 

    Many, in You, become one bread.

4. Jesus, you are the Bread of Life,

    Jesus, you are the Bread of Life,

    Use us in caring, Your goodness sharing,

    Jesus, you are the Bread of Life.

117 A BODY MADE of MANY PARTS 

1st Corinthians  12:12-31  



        tune: Dominus regit me

1. A body made of many parts –

    diverse, yet all together -

    where each is valued, each required,

    and all are one for ever.

2. Christ’s church is called, by grace, to live

    united as one being

    where each their special part must play -

    like walking, breathing, seeing.

3. However slight I judge my worth

    compared with those around me,

    I cannot say, “I don’t belong!”,

    for Christ himself has found me.

4. Nor can I sneer and set at nought

    the value of another;

    we all are needed as we are - 

    distinct, yet sister, brother.

5. So let us grow in shared respect,

    develop mutual caring,

    with love the gift that’s prized the most

    ‘till each and all are sharing.

6. A body made of many parts –

    diverse, yet all together -

    where each is valued, each required,

    and all are one for ever.

118. ONE BODY ! 

1st Corinthians 12:12-31    


   tune:  “Give me oil in my lamp”

Called by Jesus to live as one body

with a unity all can share,

but to glory in ev’ryone’s diff’rence;

treat each other with respect and care!

Each one giving, each receiving,

build one body with the love of God;

each one list’ning, each one learning,

body-building for our God! (all shout): “ONE BODY!”

119. LEARNING TO LOVE

1st Corinthians 13



      
      tune:  Lord of the Dance

1. 

A gift that is practical, a gift that is fun,

that can bind up our wounds,

even make two people one;

by its flagrant rejection of our self-centred ways,

‘tis LOVE that frees us for all our days.

Love, then, as boldly as you dare.

Love with the love Jesus came to share.

Let your life be spent in generosity –

let this gift from God set the whole world free!

2. 

The gift that the Father gave, the gift of the Son,

to be ransom and rescue

and make God’s people one.

By his life lived for others & his death died alone

‘tis LOVE that Jesus has truly shown.

3. 

A gift to be handed on,

a gift we must share,

that is lost if we hoard it

and fail to show we care.

By a sharing in caring that will never be done,

‘tis LOVE that makes all God’s people one.

120. CLAY POTS bearing TREASURE 

2nd Corinthians 4:7  



          tune: Bobby Shaftoe
    Old clay pots, that’s you and me;

    chipped and fragile, plain to see,

    used, abused, not one hour free;

    clay pots bearing treasure!

1.  If the choice were ours to make,

     we’d be steel and hard to break,

     ready all life’s knocks to take;

     imperv’ous to your treasure.

2. We’d be posh for outward show

    polished, classy, don’t you know! 

    Just to special banquets go;

    kept for selfish pleasure.


3. Yet you’ve made us out of clay,

    inward treasure to display

    cracked to let you in each day -

    each one made-to-measure.

    Old clay pots, that’s you and me;

    chipped and fragile, plain to see,

    filled with Jesu’s company;

    clay pots bearing treasure!

121. A DESPERATE RUDENESS

Galatians 1



                tune:  The Bard of Armagh

1. 

A desperate rudeness, a powerful passion –

Paul was afraid that the truth might be lost –

his words tumbled out in a turbulent torrent,

he cried for the Gospel, regardless of cost.

2. 

This desperate rudeness is there in our Bible,

heat of one moment now truth for us all -

a shard of an argument wrenched from its setting

it shines with God’s truth & gives voice to God’s call.

3. 

A desperate rudeness, proclaiming the Gospel

may still be needed when no-one will hear;

God, grant us Paul’s vision, his pow’r &his passion

to share the Good News without favour or fear

122.  AMAZING APOSTLE

Galatians 2



           tune: Great is Thy faithfulness

1.

On the Damascus Road, Paul was determined

that ev’ry Christian be silenced or killed;

zeal for the Law God had given His people

made him resistant to what God now willed -

God gave His Gospel call,

speaking direct to Paul,

sending him out to whoever would hear.

Now this apostle knew no other Gospel -

Christ brings God’s freedom to all, far and near!

2.

Later, when others came changing the Gospel

Gentiles, they said, need to be circumcised,

Paul stood alone to resist this distortion -

Christ’s pow’r to save must not be compromised!

3.

Paul, who himself had been shocked by the Gospel,

saw what the others were failing to see –

If all have failed and need God’s intervention,

only by Christ can we all be made free.

123LEARNING TO ACCEPT

Galatians 2                        


         tune: Winchester New

1. Alone, you hung with arms flung wide -

    here all are welcome to your side.

    Here none are better; none are worse -

    for all, your cross must cure their curse.

2. Yet still, deep down, we think we know

    somehow your love is bound to show

    a greater favour, “Alpha plus”,

    for those who most resemble us.

3. Alone in Antioch he stood

    determined, forthright, even rude;

    Paul said it would betray Christ’s call

    if we stopped eating with them all.

4. Yet still it seemed an easier route

    to build one church, avoid dispute - 

    if they could try to be like us

    they’d help us all, avoid a fuss.

5. Alone, Paul wrote to sort them out

    for him, there was no room for doubt -

    the Gospel of Christ crucified

    means all are welcome, none denied.

6. So still, today, Lord, help us see

    how full acceptance has to be

    our true response to one and all

    who seek to answer Jesu’s call.

124. ALL ONE IN CHRIST

Galatians 3:28




             tune: The Keel Row

There’s no Jew and Gentile,

    there’s no slaves with others free,


there’s no male and female –


    we’re ALL made ONE in Christ!
1. We cannot claim we’re better,


that others should be like us,



no-one can say they’re better -




we’re ALL made ONE in Christ!
2. The Cross has made us equal -


one rescue for ev’ryone.



God’s grace has made us equal -




we’re ALL made ONE in Christ!

3. We all can be ourselves now,


 not forced into other moulds,



we’re free to be ourselves now -




we’re ALL made ONE in Christ!

4. Give honour to each other,


with kindness and true respect,



show love to one another -




we’re ALL made ONE in Christ!

There’s no Jew and Gentile,

    there’s no slaves with others free,


there’s no male and female –


    we’re ALL made ONE in Christ!
125. LEARNING HIS LOVE

Galatians 3:28


        tune: Let there be love shared among us

1. If Christ has made no distinction,

    died for us all on the cross,

    if we are all truly special,

    all worth his pain and his loss,

    then we must each learn to value

    those we’d despise or ignore;

    risk being changed by this challenge -

    learning His love.

2. If Christ adopts Jews and Gentiles,

    welcomes the whole human race,

    finds deep delight in the beauty

    of each unique human face,

    then we must each dare to welcome

    strangers we once might have feared

    risk being changed by this challenge -

    learning His love.

3. If Christ rejects stark injustice

    where some are slaves, some are free,

    died to release ev’ry captive,

    so they may be who they’ll be,

    then we must each fight for fairness

    cease to enslave or exploit,

    risk being changed by this challenge -

    learning His love.

4. If Christ includes men and women,

    valuing each as the are,

    that they may all be respected,

    find their esteem on a par,

    then we must all work to alter

    what our forefathers assumed,

    risk being changed by this challenge -

    learning His love.

126. FINDING YOURSELF 

Philippians 2:5-11 




  tune: O waly, waly

1. Christ did not choose to stand alone,

    clinging to freedom, cold and bright;

    but left unfettered pow’r behind;

    surrendered what was his by right -

2. For us accepting human form,

    despised, a servant’s role did take;

    for us embracing all life’s pain -

    living and dying for our sake.

3. Thus poured out in relationship

    Christ Jesus found a greater worth;

    thus cramped, exposed and risking all,

    he truly, fully found himself.

4. So, we would pray, in Jesu’s name,

    with all  who stand here hopefully,

    that giving we may find ourselves;

    together set each other free.

5. In sharing may we find our worth;

    one with the other  joy a-new,

    that each and all, in Christ-like ways,

    may offer lives of praise to You.

127. IF WE ARE THE PEOPLE of GOD 

Colossians 3:12-17   




         tune: Rinkart

1. If we are the people of God, 

   then let us be clothed with compassion;

    show kindness, humility, love;

    keep gentleness always in fashion -

    for Christ has claimed us all

    with love beyond all measure;

    Christ’s death made plain our call

    to be God’s living treasure.

2. If we are the people of God,

    let tolerance temper our living,

    forgiveness be offered to all,

   the peace of God guide all we’re giving.

    for Christ forgave us all

    with grace beyond all measure;

    through death made peace to fall,

    on  us, God’s living treasure.

3. If we are the people of God,

    let thankfulness break out in singing;

    each deed should  be practical praise,

    to God all our gratefulness bringing.

    for Christ invites us all

    to joy beyond all measure;

    his life’s one endless call

    to sing God’s song with pleasure.

128. ONE PERFECT PRIEST

Hebrews 7:23-28  



   tune: The Bard Of Armagh 

1. Once priest followed priest 

off’ring numberless off’rings,

    seeking that these might atone for our sin;

    they held to the hope that this animal slaughter

    might open the heavens and make a way in.

2. But now God’s own Son brings dependable rescue,

    curing our failure and quelling our fear;

    by off’ring no off’ring except his own dying,

    this one perfect priest rescues all, far and near!

3. So, now, we must join in a great celebration,

   joying to share in what Jesus has done;

    live lives effervescing with kindness and justice

    that prove we’ve been freed 

by the grace of God’s Son!

129. JAMES’ EXHORTATION

James 1     




    tune:  Harts Or Monkland

1. Sisters, brothers, listen well

    to the truths I have to tell.

    Live your lives from day to day

    by the truths I now display

2. If through trials you’d endure

    growing with a faith that’s sure,

    pray and pray and do not doubt -

    God will share his blessings out!

3. Trials come from dark desires -

    it’s not God who lights their fires.

    God gives only gifts of good

    when we follow as we should.

4. Listen boldly, speak with care -

    let no anger linger there.

    Listen boldly, start to act -

    practice makes your faith a fact.

5. True religion will show through

    in the kindnesses you do;

    Widows, orphans shown your care

    prove that living faith is there.

6. Sister, brother persevere;

    doing good, for God is near.

    Daily practice Jesus’ love - 

    step by step to heav’n above.

130. JAMES’ ADVICE 

James 2 




      tune: Harts or Monkland 

1. Sisters, brothers, listen well

    to the truths I have to tell.

    Live your life from day to day

    by the truths I now display.

2. Never judge by outward show

    if true value you would know.

    Show respect to poor and rich -

    throw your bias in the ditch.

3. Class and culture simply hide

    Christian value deep inside.

    “Love your neighbour” is not right

    if some you love and some you slight.

4. Faith alone will never do;

    only actions prove you true.

    Live out love and practice peace,

    so your joy will never cease.

5. Only when the deed is done

    is your faith then truly shown;

    Abraham and Rahab too

    lived their faith - and so must you!

6. Sister, brother, persevere;

    doing good, for God is near.

    Daily practice Jesus’ love -

    step by step to heav’n above.

131. YET MORE ADVICE from JAMES 

James 4   




      tune: Harts or Monkland
1. Sisters, brothers, listen well

    to the truths I have to tell.

    Live your life from day to day

    by the truths I now display.

2. Fights and quarrels all begin

    in the selfishness of sin -

    wanting ‘things’ for pleasure’s sake

    is a treacherous mistake!

3. Ask your God for what you need -

    though God will not serve your greed -

    if your motives are not right,

    God will not relieve your plight.

4. Fierce desires raging free

    could ensnare both you and me,

    but the grace of God is strong;

    saving us from doing wrong.

5. So, to God let all draw near -

    let him lead you with his care.

    Worship with humility,

    then God’s care will set you free.

6. Freed by God who could judge you,

    take good care of what you do -

    Criticism’s cutting word

    on you lips would be absurd!

7. Master plans for your own gain,

    once again, could be insane;

    ev’ry plan on God depends -

    does it fit with his own ends?

8. Sister, brother, persevere;

    doing good, for God is near.

    Daily practice Jesus’ love -

    step by step to heav’n above.

132. PATIENCE AND PRAYER 

James 5   




      tune: Harts or Monkland

1. Sisters, brothers, listen well

    to the truths I have to tell.

    Live your life from day to day

    by the truths I now display.

2. Practice patience all through life;

    keep hope lively in the strife. 

    As the farmer waits for rain,

    trust God’s blessing comes again.

3. Sufferings you must endure -

    patience is your only cure;

    Job and prophets found true joy

    through the patience they’d employ.

4. Are you troubled? - you should pray!

    Are you happy? - sing all day!

    Are you ill? - for elders send;

    prayers and oil your ills will mend!

5. Prayer of people cleansed from sin

    has a mighty power within.

    As Elijah’s prayer brought drought,

    by your prayers God’s power comes out!

6. Sister, brother, persevere;

    doing good, for God is near.

    Daily practice Jesus’ love -

    step by step to heav’n above.

133.  JUDE'S BENEDICTION

Jude 24-25         



        
        tune:  "Sing Hosanna!"

1. Unto Him who is able to keep us,


making sure that we do not fall;

    who can keep us both faultless & joyful

till our God becomes our all in all -

    Give the glory, might and majesty,

now and always (say "Amen! Amen!")

    All authority, through the ages


now and always - say "Amen!"

2. Unto God, who alone is our Saviour,


bringing rescue before we fall;

    who, through Jesus, can heal, help and save us,

till our God becomes our all in all -

    Give the glory, might and majesty,

now and always (say "Amen! Amen!")

    All authority, through the ages


now and always - say "Amen!"

134. JOHN’S VISION OF HEAVEN 

Revelation 4&5      



              tune: Jerusalem

1. This world proclaims that might is right 

   - always its cultures serve the strong -

    leaving the weak to fail and cry.

  How can God's people fight this wrong?

    We need John's sight of God in heav'n

    to help us sort out truth from lies,

    to keep us faithful to our Lord

    lest we are lost in compromise.

2. John saw all heav’n sing with one voice,

    millions together round God’s throne -

    resounding joy, sung back to God,

    true worthiness by all made known.

    A place where justice must prevail;

    that shines with truth in brilliant hue,

    that leaves all earthly tricks behind

    and dazzles with its life made new!

3. Yet at the heart of all this praise

    no lion stood strong, proud and vain

    but just a sacrificial lamb -

    Jesus who for us all was slain -

    the victim who won victory

    received the praise of all around,

    his earthly weakness sets us free;

    thro’ him the trapped & lost are found!

4. So let us share John’s vision clear -

    how, in the end, God’s truth wins thro'.

    Thus armed, resist earth’s subtle lies

    by all we think and say and do;

    like Jesus offer every day

    our service ‘til we prove our worth -

    ‘til we have built Jerusalem

    and heaven’s ways prevail on earth!

135. DO YOU SEE THE LAMB?

John 1:29 & Revelation 5:6            tune: Montgomery, Rejoice & Sing 589

1.

We’ve looked for a lion with strength and with bite,

to bring down injustice and roar for the right,

yet here, for our rescue, no lion, no ram,

but, helpless and wobbly, we’re offered a lamb.

2.

We’ve longed for a hero to enter the fight,

to slay all our dragons and put our wrongs right,

yet, here is God’s servant, so silent and calm,

more victim than victor, not lion but lamb.

3.

We’ve pictured the triumph, the winner’s delight,

when evil is conquered and all wrong’s put right,

yet God’s hope begins in this failure and harm -

this slaughter of goodness, the death of this lamb.

4.

The cycles of vi’lence and evil and pain

remorselessly trap us again and again,

no lion with vi’lence, no hero’s strong arm,

can bring true renewal, but only God’s lamb.

5.

So, let us abandon the ways of this world,

that meet war with war, keeping banners unfurl’d

and let us resist selfish hopes as a sham -

depend upon God as we learn from this Lamb

136. Called by the Love of Christ

Four pictures of the Church from the Bible


              tune: Noel

1.Called by the love of Christ to be

    life’s flavour hid from sight;

    yet challenged by that self-same love

    to shine like beacons bright,

    Lord, when our neighbours’ lives are grim-

    decaying, dark as night -

    empower us in the name of love

    to live as salt and light!

2. Called by the love of Christ to bear

    his Kingdom-bringing fruit;

    yet only when we’re grafted firm

    to his life-giving root,

    Lord, when, exhausted, each becomes

    a withered, dying shoot,

    re-graft, restore us by your love

    to grow and bear your fruit!

3. Called by the love of Christ to hold

    God’s treasure, rich and rare; 

    yet in ourselves but rough clay pots,

    just common kitchenware -

    Lord, show your love by using us

    as vessels of your care,

    that cracked & chipped & used & worn

    we’ll prove that you are there!

4. Called by the love of Christ to be

    one body with one will;

    yet each of worth, ourselves, distinct -

    unique in gift and skill -

    Lord, may our diff'rences supply

    the vigour of the whole;

    in diverse ways all work one work,

    together reach your goal.

137. THIS CRAZY GOD

tune: Greensleeves

1. 
We want a God who’s barely there,


yet steps in when we hit despair;


an ambulance of help and care -


yet only when we want it.


YOU long for friendship true,


with risks and costs our whole lives through;


each second shared with YOU -


for, Crazy God, YOU love us.

2. 
We want a God to glorify,


who looks the part for you and I;


a worthy one to magnify,


yet only when we want it.


YOU spurned all god-like fame,


instead a cross, a death of shame;


YOU shouldered all the blame -


for, Crazy God, YOU love us.

3. 
We want a God to help us out,


who understands what we’re about;


who takes our side and has no doubt -


supports us when we want it.


YOU never let things be,


but challenge, question endlessly;


YOU fight to set us free -


for, Crazy God, YOU love us.

PART FIVE

Responding to 

PARTICULAR

WORSHIP

SITUATIONS
138. THE GREAT CHAIN OF WITNESS 

Thanks  for  people who passed on the message of Jesus         tune: Sine Nomine

1. For all the saints of every age and day,

    who bravely sought to follow Jesu's way;

    sharing Good News  by what they'd do and  say: 

   ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!

2. For hidden saints, who kept the flame alight,

    sharing their faith all thro’ the darkest night;

    that in our day Christ's hope may still burn bright: 

3. For those who left the only land they'd known,

    trusting their God, till Gospel seeds were  sown

    that Christ might call all peoples as His own:   

4. For all who've lived for justice and for peace;

    who suffered long, till captives found release, 

    that, in Christ's name, all earthly wars might cease: 

5. For those we know, who've shown us love & care,

    who, by their lives, did faith and healing share; 

    that we, with joy, might Jesu's Name declare:     

6. For God's good gift, this Gospel we've received

    from faithful saints who other saints believed,

    that we, in turn, might pass it on with speed:   

139. COME TO ME - NOW GO! 

A hymn of approach   

        tune: Nun Danket (Now thank we all…)

1. We come to You who called

    both Abraham and Sarah,

    that we may journey, too,

    kept safe within Your aura;

    old comforts leave behind,

    risk all to follow You - 

    exploring by Your side,

    each day our whole lives through.

2. We come to You who saved

    slave peoples from oppression,

    that justice hear and now

    might be our bold obsession;

    the manna of Your love

    must feed us, keep us strong,

    through wastelands yet unknown,

    till right has conquered wrong.

3. We come to You who came

    to live and die among us,

    that we, by grace, might live

    the life Your death has won us;

    that, leaving self behind,

    for others now we’ll care;

    with You we’ll walk each day,

    each pain and pleasure share.

4. We come to You who sent

    disciples to each nation

    that we, in turn, might go

    to live out Your salvation;

    till here, on city streets,

    and all across this land

    our liveliness declares

    Your Kingdom is at hand!

140. HERE WE ARE, GOD! 

The situation of an English urban church  

      tune: Early One Morning

1. Here, where Your people 

    have often sung Your praises,

    we come to seek Your Spirit, 

    Your blessing as we pray.

    Lead us in caring, helping and sharing;

    help us and guide us, day after day.

2. Here, in our city, 

    where walls of fear divide us,

   Each church must share true friendship 

    and witness to Your way -

   lives interweaving, new hope achieving;

    loving our neighbours, day after day.

3. Here, in this nation, 

    with wealth amassed through empire,

    We now must work for fairness, 

    help others have their say.

    Keep us campaigning; debtors unchaining;

    working for justice, day after day.

4. Called as one people 

    from every tribe and nation,

    we’ve much to learn from others, 

    if we would go Your way.

    Graft us together, one vine for ever;

    vibrant and fruitful, day after day!

141. THE STORY MUST BE TOLD 

An honest hymn about Mission                tune: Lincolnshire Poacher via Zimbabwe 

1. Though some are tired & some afraid 

    and some are feeling old;

    the story of God's healing love

    is waiting to be told -

    by all we do and say

    through each and every day

    - the story of God's healing love

    is waiting to be told.

2. As some may mock, and some ignore,

    some hear and then depart,

    the story of God's caring love

    must use our every art -

    with daring and with care,

    with thoughtfulness and flair

    - the story of God's caring love

    must use our every art.

3. Though some will say the story's old,

    debunked, beyond repair;

    the story of God's living love

    is fresh for us to share -

    renewing, setting free

    till each themselves may be

    - the story of God's living love

    is fresh for us to share.

4. With praise and prayer & lives of care,

    and by the Spirit's power,

    the story of God's saving love

    will surely grow and flower -

    if we but serve with joy,

    our gifts and skills employ

    - the story of God's saving love

    will surely grow and flower.


142. GOD’S CALL

TUNE: AIR FALALALO, Rejoice & Sing 637

1.

A call that ignores the plans you’ve carefully laid;

a call that demands so much 

you’re shocked & dismayed;

a call that will seek you out, tho’ you turn & run;

it’s scary, it’s huge, it’s tough, yet might it be fun?

2.

A call that resounds across the vastness of space

a call whose embrace could hold

the whole human race;

yet fitted, exact, precise for you or for me;

an intimate, private call; our chance to be free.

3.

A call to receive & share God’s wonderful love;

a call to be kind, yet shrewd; both serpent & dove.

A call to proclaim the Word with passion & pow’r;

yet hear, and with grace receive, 

what others let flow’r.

4. 

A call that seems lonely, hard & riddled with pain -

the road that our Saviour took, now followed again -

yet seeking to step the steps where Jesus has trod,

can lead us to hope and joy, can lead us to God.

5.

And so by the pow’r poured out on Pentecost Day,

and bearing each others’ loads, & sharing the way,

together we’ll learn the dance intended for all,

the dance of the deep delight of heeding God’s call.

143. OUR AWKWARD GOD

Isaiah 58:6-12                                  tune: In dulci jubilo (Good Christians all rejoice)

1.

We all too easily assume 

that worship needs a special room,

solemn words with hang-dog face, 

all offered in a gloomy place –

YOU cry out for love and care

that’s practised freely ev’rywhere -

Worship all can share,

offered ev’rywhere!

2. 

We seem to think that holiness
means separation from the rest,

keeping safe and nice and good,

not mixing in the neighbourhood -

YOU, instead, would send us out,

for that’s what YOU are all about -

Holiness to share,

offered ev’rywhere!

3.

And ministry, the whole world knows,

is done by those in special clothes,

those who preach and lead and pray,

and help the faithful go God’s way -

YOU want ev’ryone You call

to live Your love for one and all -

Ministry is care,

offered ev’rywhere!

4.

And when we’d build community
we think we know how that should be;

safe, secure, without a doubt,

so ‘WE’ are in, and ‘THEY’ are out -

YOU persist in pulling down

each bound’ry wall we build around –

ALL are asked to share,

here and ev’rywhere!

144. A SECOND WEDDING HYMN 

for an older couple  



  tune: Capetown or Charity

1. Comfort in this vale of tears,

    joys to fill the passing years,

    friendship overcoming fears -

    Lord, for these we pray.

2. Healing for past hurts received,

    previous pains to be relieved,

    hope and peace at last achieved -

    heal, forgive, we pray.

3. Closeness, kindness found anew,

    let them last our whole lives through,

    echoing true love from You,

    bless us, Lord, today.

4. Understanding growing strong,

    honesty when in the wrong,

    mutual care all life along -

    Lord, for these we pray.

5. Laughter in true friendship found,

    grace to share it all around,

    happiness that knows no bounds -

    grant us, Lord, today!

145. CAN A MAN BE KIND? 

MEN’S song  (4 lines by women, in italics)                           tune: Men of Harlech

1. Can a man be kind and caring,

    all the family duties sharing -

    do all this without despairing that he is a man?

    God himself has shown us!     (Praise the Father!)

    He has ever been thus! (Constant ever!)
    God still cares; true kindness shares,

    and lives this out before us!

    God still works with endless feeling

    tirelessly for others’ healing -

    Godliness to all revealing -

    True men follow God!

2. Can a man grow up with gladness,

    keep on course thro’ threat’ning sadness

   and resist the fleeing madness, and still be a man?

    Can a man be wracked with crying

    for the folks on him relying,

    share their suff’ring, even dying,

    yet still be a man?

    Jesus showed us manhood   (Thank you, Jesus!)
    Follow Him we all should! (that would please us!)
    Jesus cared; true kindness shared,

    and showed us what would be good!

   Jesus lived and died with feeling,

    gave Himself for others’ healing

    manliness to us revealing -

    True men follow God!

146. A BLESSING SONG

tune:  Go mango walk... (Jamaican)

1. May the God who rescued slaves from Egypt 

    be with you now, & bless you somehow;

    God be with your now.

    May the God of mercy, peace & justice

    be with you now, and stay with you all life long!

   God protect you now we pray,


walk your way, ev'ry day
    God protect you now we pray,


all along the road of life!

2. May the Christ  who died to bear our sorrows,

    show you the road, & carry your load;

    Christ show you the road.

    May the Christ who rose to win us freedom,

    show you the road, and stay with you all life long!

3. May the Pentecostal Spirit fill you,

    hour after hour with spiritu'l pow'r; 

    God's Spirit send pow'r.

    May God's gracious, loving Spirit fill you,

    hour after hour, and stay with you all life long!

147. MIA’S BLESSING SONG

1.

Take this for your journey, wherever you travel –

Friendship and fam’ly and nurture and care –

You’ll always belong with us, always be fam’ly;

so never be lonely and never despair.

2.

Take this for your journey, wherever you travel –

Stories that shape us and say who we are -

You’re part of these stories, begun in the Bible;

sustained by their message, we pray you’ll go far.

3. 

Take this for your journey, wherever you travel - 

God met in Jesus will help, heal and bless - 

You’ll never be left out of reach of God’s loving;

be held by God’s kindness to heal life’s distress.

148. THE CALLING WE SHARE

1.

The calling we share 

with people ev’rywhere,

calls us to set each other free -

to smash each chain of greed,

share hope with all in need -

grow together in the calling we share.

2.

The calling we share 

was flagrantly betrayed -

evil set sail from British shores -

yes, millions were abused,

their ev’ry right refused,

in denial of the calling we share.

3.

The calling we share

though crushed was not destroyed,

voices were raised to plead its cause.

Olaudah and his friends

made clear what God intends -

voiced the power of the calling we share.

4.

The calling we share had started to revive -

Britain, at last, would end its trade.

Though slavery remained,

this purpose was retained - 

to keep working at the calling we share.

5.

The calling we share has still so much to do -

ending injustice in our world.

Together we must care,

each hurt and wrong repair,

give each moment to the calling we share.

149. MAJESTY ON EARTH 

Two extra verses for “Majesty….”                 tune: Majesty, worship His majesty…

Here on earth, we seek to follow You;

daily striving for justice, kindness & care.

Help us live    lives rich in graciousness,

day after day, all of the way; this is our prayer.

Bless us now, pour out on us Your loving Spirit;

set us free, helping us be true children of God.

Here on earth, guard us in all we do -

Jesus, our friend, love without end, only true God!

Here and now, here in our families,

daily seeking to live in ways that are real;

help us live    lives with integrity

day after day, all of the way, lives that will heal.

Lord, stay close, keeping us close to one another,

by Your pow'r, hour after hour, help each of us grow.

Here and now, here in our families,

Jesus our friend, each failure mend; never let go!

150. THE FOOD THANK YOU SONG

A HARVEST SONG


 tune:  my bonnie lies over the ocean  

#

1. We sometimes just open a packet

    or zap with a swift microwave,

    leave others to get in the shopping,

    let them cook the food that we crave…

    Thank God, oh, Thank God, yes,
    Thanks for the FOOD that we eat each day,

    Thank God, oh, Thank God, yes,
    Thanks for Your feeding each day!

2. Now, some may prefer spicy chicken

    with chips or with hot rice and peas,

    whilst others go crazy for choc-late

    and eat it and eat it with ease…

3. Still others eat nuts, beans and carrots

    and claim it is doing them good,

    whilst some would not think of a diet -

    their lives are committed to FOOD…

4. Yet elsewhere the poor may go hungry

    and, foodless, they may even die,

    unless we can share from our plenty,

    with justice restore their supply…

151. LINDISFARNE GOSPELS

tune: St. Columba, 87. 87

This care within a callous world,

this colour, curve and brightness,

this beauty wrought on Lindisfarne

illuminates our darkness.

Each touch of Edfrith’s pen proclaimed

a Saviour for his neighbours;

Christ’s Gospel preached to warring tribes -

the purpose of his labours.

But by his skill he yet proclaims

a God for ev’ry nation;

for Muslim, Greek and Celtic art

entwine in his creation.

So, may we all share Edfrith’s art,

till cultures work together

to illustrate with diverse gifts,

the Gospel’s worth for ever.

152. THE BIBLE & US

Tune: "Ye banks & braes o' bonnie Doon"  Church Hym 4 – no.718   DLM
 

Though we had thought You must provide
a seamless robe of fitted truth,
You offer as Your gift of grace,
these awkward texts devoid of proof -
a patchwork pile of pain and joy,
a palimpsest of life and pray'r;
a remnant-store rich-layered with love,
a haberdashery to share.
  

And to it each must bring their own,
rough-shaped and frayed though that may be,
till worked together, stitched and shared,
we all may then begin to see,
the story of the love of God
emerge, cross-stitched with threads of pray'r,
from patchwork texts and complex lives -
the Christ-like tapestry we share.
And what we work and then repair –

not coloured robe, but patchwork tent –

must host us in our Saviour’s Name

and welcome strangers, not prevent.

Thus, gifted, challenged, moving on

across the arid wastes we share,

we each and all may live within

Your caravanserai of care.

NOTES ABOUT THE VARIOUS HYMNS
�  Written 5/8/01 for the blessing service for Isaac Luke Manning and revised 6/2/04.


TUNE: A lovely haunting Hebrew-style melody set to the metrical version of Psalm 23 ‘the Lord’s my shepherd…’ in ‘Hymns Old & New + Supplement’ no.534 - well worth seeking out.





�  Written 10/7/95 for Night Prayers at a clergy course at St. George’s House in Windsor Castle. The three sections followed three meditations on the stories, with accompanying times of prayer.


TUNE: Originally written to WESTMINSTER ABBEY (MP73, R&S559, H&P485, BP&W474, HO&N76 ) it was later found to fit more comfortably to RHUDDLAN (MP395, R&S344, H&P409, BP&W572, HO&N285)





� Written for the blessing of Benjamin Powell at South Aston Church. The sermon drew out parallels for us all from the story of Benjamin. 


TUNE: THE SKYE BOAT SONG (BP&W295, HO&N152 or 469 & various collections of Scottish Songs)





�  Written 2/11/96 for a communion service that looked at the Passover meal at the heart of the exodus from Egypt.


TUNE: WIR PFLUGEN, the tune for ‘We plough the fields and scatter…, is very well-known. (MP732, R&S124, H&P352, BP&W135, HO&N534)�


� Written 1/6/01 to round off the first of three Bible Studies for the 2001 General Assembly of the United Reformed Church in York. The studies had the overall theme ‘Spring of living water’ and this first study considered why God left it so long before providing the refreshment of living water from the spring in the desert as told in Exodus17:1-7


TUNE: THE BARD OF ARMAGH is an old Irish folk tune (also known in the USA as LAREDO) (R&S 583)





� Written 4/5/97 for a service at Lea Road URC in Wolverhampton when we looked at the fear and refusal of the people of God when they heard of the spies report of the Promised Land being full of giants and cities with walls that reached the sky! Dt 1:19ff


TUNE: A great Welsh tune  - AR HYD Y NOS (All thro’ the night)  (H&P641, HO&N178 or 319 & various collections of Welsh songs)





� Written in June 2005 for the final Church Anniversary Service at Hale United Reformed Church before it joined with Trinity, Bowden and Woodlands to for the Altrincham URC Pastorate. The service looked at Joshua’s call to renew commitment for a new life in altered circumstances on the basis of God’s prior faithfulness.


TUNE: EPIPHANY HYMN 





� Written to fulfill a promise to the URC Welsh Synod Ministers at their 2004 Summer School that I would write a hymn about Jael the Kenite. First used in worship at Trinity URC in Sheffield in the summer of 2004 after a sermon about Jael in Judges 4&5.


TUNE: ABERYSTWYTH, a tune whose complexity fits the complex moral dilemma of the story. 





� Written during my sabbatical in Cambridge in autumn 2000, when the tutor groups were considering this passage.


TUNE: NOEL, tune for ‘It came upon a midnight clear..’ (MP345, R&S144, H&P108, BP&W168, HO&N253)





�  My very first complete hymn text. Written in November 1993 because I was preaching on Hannah & there was a hymn in the text, but no-where could I find version of it that we could SING. Some of the slightly dodgy versifying reminded me of my youth singing metrical psalms  and paraphrases (with equally dodgy versifying) in the Church of Scotland.


TUNE: set to MARTYRDOM, a haunting Common Metre tune, but every hymn book will have at least one CM tune that would fit


(R&S81, H&P416, BP&W343, HO&N38)





� written 24/6/01 for a South Aston evening service after we’d discovered the previous week  that none of us knew what ‘here I raise mine Ebenezer’ meant. (it’s a line in the old hymn ‘Come Thou fount of every blessing’ to the tune Ebenezer).


TUNE: (inevitably) EBENEZER (MP 522, R&S360, H&P441(ii), BP&W563, HO&N556)





� Written 24/7/98 for the final service of the existing URC ‘church’ on the Bloomsbury Estate in Nechells, Birmingham – the church was closing to make way for a new ‘Mission Project’ in the same building, just as faithful, tired Elijah made way for Elisha.


TUNE: Set to BLAENWERN (one of the tunes for ‘Love Divine, all loves excelling…’,  (MP449, R&S95, H&P267(i), BP&W559(i) HO&N321a)





� Written in October 2000 whilst on a sabbatical at Westminster College, Cambridge on the set text for the college’s weekly sermon. 


TUNE: You shall go out with joy (MP796, R&S415, HO&N571)





� Written for to accompany a sermon on the Story of Job 22/7/2000.


TUNE: To God be the Glory… (MP708, R&S289, H&P463, BP&W566, HO&N522)





� Written for a Bible Sunday service at Winson Green URC. In Birmingham.’


TUNE: GREENSLEEVES is a well-known English folk melody in many collections, including books of carols (MP749, R&S170, HO&N542)





� Written 26/7/97 to accompany a sermon on this most famous psalm, based on the exegetical ideas of George Adam Smith and to help folk see it freshly even when they’d returned to singing the standard metrical versions. 


TUNE: ABBOTS LEIGH  (MP187, R&S530, H&P774, BP&W374, HO&N122)





�   Written  9/3/00 for the celebration service at Lea Road URC in Wolverhampton at the end of the second unit (on 'Prophecy') our shared lay training course, 'Learning & Growing'


TUNE: Set to a lively and very singable Zimbabwean version of the Lincolnshire Poacher that can be found in the new Scottish ecumenical hymnbook ‘Common Ground’ as no.62 & in one of the Wild Goose collections of World Songs. Well worth seeking out!





�  Written 17/11/95, one of two hymns for a service that looked at the impact of the exile on God’s people.


TUNE: A lovely haunting Hebrew-style melody set to the metrical version of Psalm 23 ‘the Lord’s my shepherd…’ in ‘Hymns Old & New + Supplement’ no.534 - well worth seeking out.





�  Written 18/11/95 to capture something of Walter Bruggemann’s understanding of what the exile meant to Jeremiah.


TUNE: CRANHAM is the tune of ‘In the bleak midwinter’, and so in most hymnbooks and carol collections (MP337, R&S162, H&P107, BP&W166, HO&N248)





�  Written September 1996 for a Harvest service broadcast live on BBC Radio Four from South Aston Church. It followed a talk on Jeremiah’s word to city dwellers.


TUNE: KINGSFOLD is an English folk melody taken as a DCM hymn tune. The original was written to fit the version in Congregational Praise with different stresses in the sixth line.  The version printed in this collection has been adapted to suit the tune as now printed in most hymnbooks with a more normal DCM rhythm in the sixth line (MP275(ii), R&S201, H&P113(i), BP&W554(ii) HO&N231)





� Written 29/4/04 to accompany a Bible Study on Jeremiah 35, Psalm 137 & Jeremiah 29:1-14 that looked at hearing God from others. 


 TUNE: The Carol tune for ‘God rest you merry, Gentlemen’ (H&P103, BP&W163, HO&N176 & collections of carol tunes)





� Written in April 2004 to accompany a Bible Study on Matthew 5 that suggested that Jeremiah’s account of a new covenant written on the hearts of God’s people had been a major influence on Jesus’ re-interpretation of the law, hence this song based on Jeremiah 31: 31-34.


TUNE: PENLAN is the well-known tune of ‘In heavenly love abiding’…. (MP331, R&S590, H&P678, BP&W555, HO&N246)





�  Written for the baptism of Jordan Hamilton on 3/11/96. Picking up on the link offered by his name, we looked at three stories about God’s ability to change things for people, that all happened in the River Jordan. Each verse was sung after that part of the address. The key phrase for each part of the message is highlighted in the text.


TUNE: The unnamed tune of the widely-known chorus ‘Jubilate Ev’rybody..’ (MP394, R&S713, BP&W14 HO&N284)





� Written 1/2/04 for a service about the story of Jonah. It needs to be wailed unaccompanied (with the congregation in two whiny parts) rather than sung.


TUNE: There’s a hole in my bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza….  an old folk song





� Written 26/11/93 to be sung at the end of a version of the Advent Candle Ceremony of the United Church of Christ (USA). Verse 1 is sung on Advent Sunday with an extra verse being sung each Sunday in Advent ,5 verses on Christmas Day. The themes of the four Sundays of Advent in this schema are HOPE, PEACE, LOVE & JOY.


TUNE: the carol tune for ‘God rest you merry, gentlemen…’ (H&P103, BP&W163, HO&N176 & collections of carol tunes)





� Written 31/7/95 on a clergy course at St. George’s House in Windsor Castle as part of a quiet day on John 1:1-14. Probably the only hymn I’ve written without a specific worship context and worshipping community in mind. It’s dedicated to Dominic Harrod, the tutor who set the exercise. 


TUNE: GREENSLEEVES, is a well-known English folk melody in many collections, including books of carols (MP749, R&S170, HO&N542)





�  Written on 12/12/96 to follow an Advent sermon on the women mentioned in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus.


TUNE: the old Latin carol tune ‘QUEM PASTORES LAUDAVERE’, found in many hymnbooks (R&S156, H&P607, BP&W50, HO&N127 or 269 or 527)





� Written in Autumn 2004 whilst working on worship notes for a Commitment for Life Advent leaflet. I found it curious that the whole grand genealogy of Jesus that proves who he is at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel is actually borrowed from Joseph.


TUNE: NOEL NOUVELET, a French carol melody.





� Written 29/12/98 as there was not time to write it in time to use in the service on the Sunday after Christmas which looked at the starkly contrasting responses of the two sets of characters in Matthew Chapter Two who hear of Jesus’ birth – whereby Matthew puts a challenge to us all. 


TUNE: SUSSEX CAROL , the tune for ‘On Christmas Night all Christians...’ (MP537, R&S153, H&P115, BP&W506, HO&N400)





� Written 27/11/02 for a n ecumenical Quiet Day about Mary at Sutton Coldfield URC, it tries to envisage the mixed emotions Mary might have felt after Gabriel left her (Luke 1:38).


TUNE: SLANE in the regularised 10.10.10.10 version found in MP51 & HO&N56.





� Written 27/11/02 for an ecumenical Quiet Day about Mary at Sutton Coldfield URC Thinking between the lines of Luke 1:39-45 & 56 it attempts to consider the ups and downs of having to deal with other people’s opinions (especially in a crisis such as Mary’s).	     


TUNE:  THE BARD OF ARMAGH is an old Irish folk tune (also known in the USA as LAREDO) (R&S 583)





� Written in Advent 2002 for a worship service about Mary, it’s a setting of the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55).


TUNE: : Another appearance by that  lovely haunting Hebrew-style melody set to the metrical version of Psalm 23 ‘the Lord’s my shepherd…’ in ‘Hymns Old & New + Supplement’ no.534





� Written 27/11/02 for an ecumenical Quiet Day about Mary at Sutton Coldfield URC, responding to the story of Mary as told in Luke’s Gospel.


TUNE: St. DENIO, a well-known tune often set to ‘Immortal, invisible…’ (MP327, R&S6, H&P9, BP&W42, HO&N242) 





� Written 10/12/94 for a carol service that was particularly emphasising Luke’s account of the coming of Jesus.


TUNE: SUSSEX CAROL, the tune for ‘On Christmas Night all Christians...’ (MP537, R&S153, H&P115, BP&W506, HO&N400)





� Written in November 2003 for an ecumenical Advent Service for Aston Churches Together. It started as a hymn, but came out as more of a solo folk song to be sung unaccompanied  by a rather earthy shepherd telling the story of Luke 2:8-20.


TUNE: The Carol tune for ‘God rest you merry, Gentlemen’ (H&P103, BP&W163, HO&N176 & collections of carol tunes)





� Written in December 2003 for a Junior Church Christmas Service with the same title, to emphasise the marginalised shepherds and how God took them seriously.


TUNE: the well-known secular carol ‘Deck the halls with boughs of holly’. It’s NOT in church hymn books, but in some carol collections and easily recognised by must congregations.





�  Written 12/12/95 for a carol service entitled ‘Light in the Darkness’ developing the idea of the coming of Jesus as light shining in the darkness.


TUNE: as to ‘We three kings of orient are..’ (MP740, HO&N537 & various collections of carols)





�  Written 23/12/95 for a year when the first Sunday after Christmas was 31st December and the Christmas & New Year themes collided.


TUNE: JOYS SEVEN, (the seven joys of Mary)a singable old English carol melody (in the Oxford book of Carols and the Church Hymnary, 3rd edition & some carol collections - it also fits other Double Common Metre DCM tunes)





�  Written 4/1/97 to follow a sermon on violence and weeping that looked at the Herods of this world and the weeping of the perpetual succession of Rachels.


TUNE: CRUGER, tune of ‘Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son…’ (MP204, R&S127, H&P125, BP&W142, HO&N193)








�  Written for a Christmas Eve children’s workshop service entitled ‘Christmas Crackers’, where the manger and baby were hidden inside a fourteen foot long cracker. This song to a well-known carol tune was to underline the message.


TUNE: Silent Night (or STILLE NACHT) a very well-known carol tune (MP597, R&S147, H&P112, BP&W176, HO&N444)





�  Written 15/12/95 for a Christmas Day service on John 1:12 - & to give fresh words & a Biblical message, to a fun tune!


TUNE: BRANLE DE L’OFFICIAL, tune for ‘Ding dong merrily on high’ (MP114, HO&N109 & fun collections of carols)





� Written 14/12/93 for all-age worship on the first Sunday after Christmas. The first of a series of hymns written to be sung INTER-SPERSED with the message (both to break it up into short sections and to reinforce the message of each section before moving on) Verse one was sung just before the message, verse two after the first section on MOSES, verse three after the second section on SAMUEL and verse four and then verse one again after the third section on Jesus. Three dolls wrapped up like babies were used as visual aids.


TUNE: SUSSEX CAROL, the tune for ‘On Christmas Night all Christians...’ (MP537, R&S153, H&P115, BP&W506, HO&N400)





� Written Christmas 1996 for a special children’s service called “Horrid Herod and the Star Gazers” – not so much a hymn as an action song for the star gazers!


TUNE: ‘John Brown’s Body lies…’ or ‘Mine eyes have seen the glory…’ a well-known American folk melody in many secular collections  (H&P242, HO&N336, MP549     & Congregational Praise, Add. tune no.26)





� Written 28/12/96 for all-age worship on the Sunday after Christmas when each part of the message was followed by a verse of the song. The message for those who would follow the star gazers was to GAZE, to GIVE and to GO!


TUNE: the ZITHER CAROL usually to ‘Girls and boys, leave your toys… (Carol Praise & other carol collections)





� Written 25&26/12/99 for  Boxing Day Sunday all-age service on 'The Meaning of Christmas'. Each part of the talk was followed by two verses of the hymn. Verses 1&2 were preceded by discussion of what we learn about the Meaning of Christmas from the Christmas Story itself. Verses 3&4 were preceded by  a look at what  Easter tells us about what Christmas was about. Verses 5&6 were preceded by thinking about the way the life of Jesus with us TODAY  affects our understanding of 'The Meaning of Christmas'. The tune 'The First Nowell' is well-known, but tricky as the usual words do not fit the tune regularly. Watch for the way the tune changes for the last two lines of each verse (the chorus in the original). Once people have got the idea, these words are easier to fit to the tune than the originals (honestly!)


TUNE: THE FIRST NOWELL (MP644, H&P119, BP&W128, HO&N477)





� Written around Christmas 2003 for a service that looked at the Presentation in the Temple, the people involved and the message they shared Based on Luke 2:29-35 .


TUNE: IN DULCI JUBILO, a well-known carol tune (MP196, R&S 161, H&P104, BP&W164, HO&N182.








� Written for Christmas 2001 to look at the story of Jesus’ presentation in the Temple and the responses of Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:29-40  			              	     


TUNE: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM (otherwise CORDE NATUS), the tune for the carol ‘Of the Father’s love begotten…’ (R&S181, H&P79, BP&W145(I), HO&N395)





� Written after Christmas 2003 for a members service at South Aston on the first Sunday of the New Year, when it fell before Epiphany, making it Christmas Two – hence ‘Christmas isn’t over yet’, a theme that took people’s tiredness with the whole Christmas thing and following the well-known advertisement phrase about puppies, tried to put across the idea that “Christmas isn’t just for Christmas, it’s for life…”


TUNE: GOOD KING WENCESLAS LOOKED OUT… a very well-known Carol melody in carol collections.





� Written 8/1/94 for a sermon on the young Jesus’ visit to the Temple in Jerusalem (LUKE 2:41-49). The sermon was about : a) putting God first & b) facing questioning.


TUNE: FOREST GREEN - DCM & chorus one of the best-known tunes for ‘O little town of Bethlehem…’ - the chorus is set to a repeat of the second half of the tune (MP503(ii), R&S145, H&P113(I), BP&W170(I), HO&N377)





� Written 2/1/99 for an all-age service on the first Sunday of the year looking at ideas of holiness at the time of Jesus, finishing with the ideas of John the Baptist, as found in Matthew 3:1-12 The congregation was divided into three groups, each calling for their view of holiness, until John the Baptist came in and denounced them all.


TUNE: MOLLY MALONE, tune to ‘In Dublin’s fair city, where the girls are so pretty…’ a fun Irish folk tune worth searching out in secular sources.





�  Written 12/1/97 to accompany a sermon on the significance of the Baptism of Jesus and of God’s response to it. It caused a more positive response from the South Aston URC congregation than any other hymn I’ve written.


TUNE: often referred to as ‘How great Thou art…’, the first line is normally ‘O Lord my God, when I in awesome …’


(MP506, R&S117, BP&W62, HO&N380)





� Written 14/2/99 for an all-age service that looked at how Jesus came & WHY?.


TUNE: a Zimbabwean variant of the Lincolnshire Poacher that can be found in the new Scottish ecumenical hymnbook ‘Common Ground’ as no.62 and in one of the Wild Goose collections of World Songs.





�  Written 25/2/96 to accompany a sermon on the temptations of Jesus. The tune, Ebenezer, was chosen because it is a wee bit of a struggle to sing.


TUNE: EBENEZER, an old Welsh hymn tune (MP522, R&S360, H&P441(ii), BP&W563, HO&N556)





� Written 21/2/99 for a communion service on the first Sunday in Lent in the RCL year of Matthew at Elmwood URC, Birmingham. 


TUNE: AURELIA, as in ‘The Church’s one foundation…’ (MP126, R&S566, H&P515, BP&W393, HO&N473)





�  Written 13/1/96 to come after a sermon on Andrew telling his brother about Jesus, to celebrate all the people who’s influence for good in our lives have helped us find God in Christ for ourselves.


TUNE: FINLANDIA, Sibelius’ great patriotic tune, found in some hymnbooks (MP98, BP&W117, HO&N54 )





� Written 20/1/96 for an all-age worship service. Verses 1-3 followed a puppet show telling the story, verses 4-6 followed a short talk and preceded communion.


TUNE: Set to a ‘Hebrew-style’ Graham Kendrick tune, ‘Jesus put this song into our hea..arts’  (MP376, HO&N275)





�  Written 27/1/96 to follow a sermon on Jesus cleansing the temple in Jerusalem .


TUNE: CAREY’S (SURREY) (R&S198, H&P529, BP&W286(i))





� Responding to the story of Nicodemus coming to question Jesus in John 3:1-21.


TUNE: CRUGER (MP204, R&S127, H&P125, BP&W142, HO&N193)





� Written 7/6/01 to round off the second of three Bible Studies for the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church at York in July 2001. The three studies were on the theme Springs of living water and this study looked at Jesus’ discussion with a Samaritan woman by Jacob’s well.


TUNE: KINGSFOLD (MP275(ii), R&S201, H&P113(i), BP&W554(ii) HO&N231)





� Written 16/2/99 to accompany a sermon on the Beatitudes, attempting to paraphrase them in language that might help people understand them better. Because there are so many verses, we sang it with two groups singing alternate verses, with everyone singing verse nine.


TUNE: DOMINUS REGIT ME, the tune for ‘The King of love my shepherd is…’


(MP649, R&S552, H&P69(I), BP&W394(I), HO&N484)





� Written in spring of 2004 for a joint South Aston URC  & Wilton Road URC communion service looking at the Blessings and Woes Jesus pronounces in Luke 6:20-27            


TUNE:  BUNESSAN (MP71, R&S45or48, H&P350, BP&W132or249, HO&N75)





� Written 17/1/96 for an all-age family service at which the Elders of South Aston URC were re-dedicated for the New Year and Communion was celebrated with us all present. 


TUNE: ‘John Brown’s Body lies…’ or ‘Mine eyes have seen the glory…’ a well-known American folk melody in many secular collections  (MP549, H&P242, HO&N336 & Congregational Praise, Add. tune no.26)





�  Written 11/3/94 for a sermon on MARK 3:21, 31-35


TUNE: the old Scots folk  tune COMIN’ THRO’ THE RYE, not usually found in hymnbooks but  in some folk collections.





�  Written 18/2/95 to follow a sermon on the paralysed man with four friends.


TUNE: FULDA (MP728, R&S606, H&P316, BP&W585, HO&N532)





�  Written 4/9/94 for an all-age service at Winson Green URC, with each verse following part of the message. Watch out for the crude stereotype in verse two.


TUNE: The old French rhyme, ‘ FRERE JACQUES’ (R&S423 & secular collections)





� Written 14/2/98 to accompany a sermon on Jesus stilling the storm & deliberately using the tune of ‘….for those in peril on the sea.’


TUNE: MELITA (MP122, R&S58, H&P379, BP&W587, HO&N114)





�  Written 14/8/94 for an all-age service on being a neighbour - to re-tell the story


TUNE: St. CATHERINE 88 88 88  (MP473, H&P747, BP&W335(ii), Congregational Praise 106) - not all 88 88 88 tunes fit.





� Written April 2004 to accompany a Bible Study on Leviticus 19 that also brought in the famous story of the Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37 					             TUNE: STEWARDSHIP (R&S85, H&P343(i))





� Written 15/3/98 to follow a sermon on facing tragedies and ‘natural disasters’, responding to Jesus  in Luke 13:1-9


TUNE: ODE TO JOY (MP600, BP&W620, HO&N130 or 447, from Beethoven’s 9th )





�  Written 5/6/96 when guest preacher at the parish Eucharist at St. James’, Aston.


It was very effectively sung unaccompanied and reasonably fast. A drum might have been a helpful addition.


TUNE: SUSSEX CAROL, the tune for ‘On Christmas Night all Christians...’ (MP537, R&S153, H&P115, BP&W506, HO&N400)





�  Written 18/8/95 for a sermon on the text, though I was a little embarrassed when I saw my young female Muslim neighbour (who works in the photocopy shop) scrutinising it closely


TUNE: KINGSFOLD (MP275(ii), R&S201, H&P113(i), BP&W554(ii) HO&N231)





�  Written 6/8/94 for a service entitled ‘Being family’. It was later selected by Christian Music Ministries for inclusion in a book of new hymns from Birmingham churches. C.M.C. now own the copyright. It’s part of the C.C.L.I. scheme.


TUNE: PERSONENT HODIE or THEODORIC (same tune, two names)


(R&S274, H&P83, BP&W45, HO&N169)





� Written 18/3/00 for a service on the story of the conversation on the road by Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus predicts his death.


TUNE: ODE TO JOY, (MP600, BP&W620, HO&N130 or 447, from Beethoven’s 9th )





�  Written 2/3/96 to tell the long involved story in John 9. Apart from the 1st & the  last 2 verses, the hymn is probably best sung by the congregation in two halves, verse about , as marked.


TUNE: PUER NOBIS, or ‘Unto us a boy is born…’ a well-known carol melody (MP714, R&S169, H&P127, BP&W181, HO&N526)





� Written 6/2/00 for an all-age service about Jesus blessing the children, for which the Junior Church had produced a special mural


TUNE: ’When the Spirit of the Lord is within my heart I will sing as David sang…’ Another ‘Hebrew Melody’, worth seeking out, e.g. The Children’s Hymn Bk no.231)














� Written 19/10/2000 during my sabbatical in Cambridge when this was the set passage for the week for tutor groups. 


TUNE: AURELIA (‘The Church’s one foundation…’) (MP126, R&S566, H&P515, BP&W393, HO&N473)





� Written for the commissioning service for Rosie Buxton as a Church Related Community Worker in Bettws, Newport, Wales in July 2006


TUNE: DOWN AMPNEY (R&S 294)





�  Written 17/2/96 to respond to the story of Lazarus’ resurrection into THIS life.


TUNE: LEONI (MP645, R&S118, H&P56, BP&W131, HO&N478)





� Written for Palm Sunday 2003 for a Junior Church service that picked up on the smells in the story of the raising of Lazarus and his sister perfuming Jesus in John 11 	


TUNE: SOUTHCOTE , the tune of “One more step along the world I go” (R&S549, H&P746, BP&W356, HO&N405) 





� Written for the same Palm Sunday Junior Church service as the previous song, it responds to the account of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem in John 12:12-24 .   			


TUNE: GIVE ME OIL IN MY LAMP/ JOY IN MY HEART (SING HOSANNA) – (MP167, R&S523, H&P492, BP&W530, HO&N153)





� Written on 29/1/94 to go with a sermon on MARK 14:3-9, inspired by the comments of the Revd. Graeme Bell of Carnwadric, Glasgow. When asked, Graeme identified this woman as his role model for urban ministry, because ‘She did what she could’. She couldn’t stop the pain, prevent the death, but she did what she could.’


TUNE: THE ASH GROVE, a  Welsh folk tune most people know in Carol Praise and secular collections  (BP&W448)





� Written 9th May 2004 for the baptisms of Tyrell & Tyreece Houghton and Nadine Bowie-Fox


TUNE: BLESSED ASSURANCE (MP59)





� Written 5/4/98 for a Palm Sunday service following Luke’s ‘palm-free’ account of the events. The service also included the following hymn ‘Jesus, weeping…’


TUNE: WINCHESTER NEW (MP538, R&S209, H&P84, BP&W147, HO&N401)





� Written 5/4/98 – see note 60 above


TUNE: ’Jubilate ev’rybody …’ (MP394, R&S713, BP&W14, HO&N284)





� Written for Palm Sunday 2004, it tells the story of Jesus cleansing the temple as found in Luke 19:45 & 46 


TUNE: JESUS STAND AMONG US AT THE MEETING OF OUR LIVES (MP381, R&S565, HO&N279) 





�  Written 31/7/95 for the final Eucharist of a clergy course at St. George’s House in Windsor Castle. It tried to capture the ‘opening up of possibilities’ that the course had tried to effect for us, by looking at that aspect of the Last Supper for the disciples


TUNE: PICARDY (R&S454, H&P266, BP&W441, HO&N139a or 295)





� Written 20/4/2000 for a united Maundy Thursday Eucharist at St. James’ Parish Church in Aston. The sermon had considered the Passover, the Last Supper and Gethsemane.


TUNE: ‘AS THE DEER PANTS….’ (MP37, HO&N39)





� Written 19/3/94 for a sermon that considered the story of Peter as told in Mark’s Gospel. We all sing Peter’s Song because in Mark’s Gospel Peter seems to stand for us all in our imperfect understanding and failure-ridden following.


TUNE: CAREY’S / SURREY (MP197, R&S198, H&P529, BP&W286(i))





� written 8/12/93 to accompany a sermon on the use of the title “Son of God” in Mark’s Gospel. As the sermon was preached in Advent the chosen tune was an old carol tune and the first & last verses echo the words of the original.


TUNE: IN DULCI JUBILO (MP196, R&S161, H&P104, BP&W164, HO&N182)





� Written to follow a sermon on the vine in John 15.


TUNE: MARTYRDOM, (R&S81, H&P416, BP&W343, HO&N38)





� Written for an all-age members service about the ‘Paraclete’ sayings about the promised Holy Spirit in John 14 & 16.


TUNE: ROYAL OAK or ALL THINGS BRIGHT (MP23, H&P330, BP&W116, HO&N21)





� Written for a communion service at Weoley Hill URC that looked at the ‘Paraclete’ sayings about the promised Holy Spirit in John 14 & 16


TUNE: NOEL, tune for ‘It came upon a midnight clear..’ (MP345, R&S144, H&P108, BP&W168, HO&N253)





� Originally written 16/3/95  for a service looking at the references to Jesus praying in Luke's Gospel, but extensively re-written 31/12/99 for this compilation.


TUNE: To the old English folk tune EARLY ONE MORNING, in secular collections





� The Thursday, Friday & Sunday verses were written Easter 1998 as part of a Primary School assembly for two schools in Aston. They set out to tell the story of Easter, using the three days as 'hooks' for the account and the contrast between the others who ran away and Jesus who was faithful to God. The verses for the other days of Holy Week were added at Easter 2000 for a ‘workshop’ service to help the children follow the story of Holy Week. We made murals for each day of the week and then processed from mural to mural and sang a verse in front of each mural. 


TUNE: SOUTHCOTE, tune for ‘One more step along the world I go…’ (R&S549, H&P746, BP&W356, HO&N405)





�  Written 15/4/95 for an all-age Easter Sunday morning service. Each verse was sung after the talk on its story. There were actions to the chorus, including turning and greeting the people around you and simulating marching & putting on a back pack.


TUNE: MARCHING THRO’ GEORGIA (MP86, BP&W271)





�  Written 2/4/94 for an Easter Sunday service at South Aston, when we looked at the remarkable women we read about in Mark 15:40, 15:47 & 16:1


TUNE: BUNESSAN (MP71, R&S45, H&P350, BP&W132, HO&N75 or 337)





� Written 22/4/2000 for an Easter Sunday all-age service to be threaded thro’ an address that looked at the startling way Mark’s Gospel doesn’t have an ending - it just stops (when the women run away too frightened to tell anyone). Following Chad Myers’ commentary on Mark, “Binding the Strong Man”, the 1st  verse sees Mark deliberately STOPPING so that WE have to finish the story by doing the telling. The 2nd  verse sees the promise that Jesus would meet the disciples “in Galilee’ as meaning we have to find the risen Jesus in the midst of our daily lives & the 3rd  verse urges us to start NOW.


TUNE: “You shall go out with joy” (MP796, R&S415, HO&N571)





� Written for Easter Sunday 2003 it responds to the women’s silence about the resurrection as reported in Mark 16:1-8 


TUNE: LET THERE BE LOVE SHARED AMONG US (MP411, R&S477, BP&W484, HO&N298)





� Written 11/4/98 for singing at an early morning Communion service on Easter Sunday (followed by a shared breakfast)


TUNE: DAY OF REST 76 76 D (MP501, H&P704(ii), BP&W352(ii), HO&N372), Aurelia and Cruger also fit quite well.





�  Written Easter ‘96 for an all-age Easter Day service with each verse sung after a section of the address.


TUNE: SOMEBODY GREATER a jaunty tune taken from a BBC hymnbook for schools ‘COME & PRAISE’





� Written Easter ’97 for another all-age Easter Day service with each verse sung after a section of the address


TUNE: ‘John Brown’s Body lies…’ or ‘Mine eyes have seen the glory…’ a well-known American folk melody in many secular collections  (H&P242, HO&N336, MP549     & Congregational Praise, Add. tune no.26) 





� Written Easter ’98 for yet another all-age Easter Day service, this time following the Emmaus Road Story of Luke, with a pair of verses following each section of the address


TUNE: SOUTHCOTE, tune for ‘One more step along the world I go…’ (R&S549, H&P746, BP&W356, HO&N405)





�  Written 18/1/97 for an all-age  Covenant Service & re-dedication of Elders at South Aston Church looking at how Jesus is still interested in us following him, even though we fail (like Peter). We each made three rough cut-out figures representing our selves. We put the first one onto a mural of Jesus preaching just before singing verse one. We crumpled and trashed the second one just before singing verse two. We put our third 'self' up on a second mural of Jesus by the lakeside just before singing verse three. Each verse was sung twice after a section of the address. 


TUNE: LILLI BURLERO (the BBC World Service Call Tune) worth seeking out in collections of Irish & British folk tunes!





� Written 14/6/01 whilst on holiday staying with the parish minister of Possilpark, an inner city estate in Glasgow. It was written to be a song of promise for their communion service.


TUNE: “AS THE DEER PANTS…” is a widely-known chorus-type song. ‘As the Deer pants….’ (MP37, HO&N39)





� Written in the summer of 2003 for a Minister’s Quiet Day between Easter and Pentecost that had a session thinking about the first disciples waiting for the promised coming of the Spirit.


TUNE: SING ALLELUIA TO THE LORD, (MP 601)


� Written 29/5/99 for an all-age Pentecost service. The South African tune is well worth seeking out!


TUNE: SITHOLILE INKULULEKO (no.44 in the CWM book ‘Drawn to the Wonder’)





� Written for Pentecost 2000 to celebrate the flavour of the extraordinary events of the day the Spirit came.


TUNE: ‘Jubilate Ev’rybody’  (MP394, R&S713, BP&W14, HO&N284)





� Written for a communion at Weoley Hill URC at which we were thinking about the Spirit and for which I could find no communion hymn that made reference to the Spirit, so here it is…


TUNE: PRAISE MY SOUL (MP560, R&S104, H&P13(i), BP&W65(i), HO&N422)





� A song for all age worship that thinks about the three commonest symbols of the Spirit


TUNE: LAUDS (R&S329, H&P326, BP&W300)





� Written summer 2006 for a Cheshire URC District Service in Congleton





� Written in June 2001 for an all-age service including a baptism.


TUNE: ‘John Brown’s Body lies…’ or ‘Mine eyes have seen the glory…’ a well-known American folk melody in many secular collections  (H&P242, HO&N336, MP549     & Congregational Praise, Add. tune no.26) 





� Written for a midweek worship service at Luther King House with a three-part sermon on the story of Peter’s Dream in Acts 10 by Lesley Husselbee.


TUNE: You shall go out with joy (R&S 415)





�Written for Carrs Lane United Reformed Church, Birmingham,  January 2006


TUNE: CASWALL (R&S 451)





� A song that looks at the role of the Spirit in driving the church forward to greater inclusiveness all through the book of Acts.





TUNE: REGENT SQUARE (MP147, R&S319, H&P80, BP&W631, HO&N174)





�Written 7/6/97 for the first sermon in a series on 1st Corinthians to celebrate the new-found togetherness in Christ that the infant church in Corinth took such delight in, only to discover that the old divisions of the world had a habit of re-asserting themselves in new guises.  It’s built on the first glorious verse of ‘In Christ there is no East & West’ but replaces the other verses which descend rapidly into non-inclusive language that immediately cuts out about half of humanity





TUNE: St. BERNARD, (CM) (R&S6467, H&P134(I), BP&W405(ii), HO&N22)





� Written 3rd September 2000 as  a communion hymn for a service on the theme 'Bread of Life'  TUNE: Sing Alleluia to the Lord (MP 601)





� Written 21/6/97 to follow a sermon in a series on First Corinthians that looked at Paul’s subtle ideas of mutual valuing in the face of diversity of culture, class and theology within the church - the church as a body made of many parts


TUNE: DOMINUS REGIT ME  (MP649, R&S552, H&P69(i), BP&W394(i), HO&N484)





� Written 30/1/00 for a day conference at Elmwood URC in Birmingham where we looked at tensions in Corinth & how Paul wanted to re-affirm diversity as the basis for fellowship unity by picturing the body.


TUNE: SING HOSANNA! (MP167, R&S523, H&P492, BP&W530, HO&N153)





� Written to follow a sermon on 1 Corinthians 13


TUNE: LORD OF THE DANCE (SHAKER TUNE) (R&S195, HO&N228)








�  Written 2/9/95 written for worship with visitors from Dursley URC, Glos.


TUNE: BOBBY SHAFTOE, look in secular collection of old English songs





� Written to accompany the first of a series of sermons on Galatians in the summer of 2003.


TUNE: THE BARD OF ARMAGH, an old Irish tune (also known in USA as LAREDO) (R&S583)








� Written to accompany a second sermon on Galatians (Galatians 2).


TUNE: GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS (MP200, R&S96, H&P66, BP&W553, HO&N186)





� Written to accompany a third sermon on Galatians (still Galatians 2), it includes two verses that need to be almost whispered (verses 2 and 4) because they tell of persistent human ideas – the very ones that Paul is tackling head-on and alone.


TUNE: WINCHESTER NEW (MP538, R&S209, H&P84, BP&W147, HO&N401)





� The first of two hymns written for the blessing service for Matthew Kendrick, the son of a community worker colleague at South Aston URC and based on Galatians 3:28


TUNE: THE KEEL ROW, a folk tune claimed by Scots and by the people of Northumberland, it’s best sung unaccompanied, though a drum might help and stepping to left and right makes it into a simple dance.





� The second of two hymns written for the blessing service for Matthew Kendrick, the son of a community worker colleague at South Aston URC and based on Galatians 3:28


TUNE: LET THERE BE LOVE SHARED AMONG US (MP411, R&S477, BP&W484, HO&N298)





�  Written in October 1996 for the wedding of two friends in Glasgow. Rewritten in January ‘97 to make a congregational hymn for this collection.


TUNE: O Waly, Waly, an old folksong as used in the Wild Goose Song Books





�  Written 18/5/96 to follow a sermon on the passage, and tidied up 16/1/97.


TUNE: RINKHART - adapted - the long final notes at the end of lines 6 & 8 each need to be split into TWO notes. (R&S601, H&P456, BP&W618(ii), HO&N78)





� Written on 24/9/00 whilst on sabbatical in Cambridge when this was the text for the week for the tutor groups.


TUNE: THE BARD OF ARMAGH, an old Irish tune (also known in USA as LAREDO) (R&S583)





� One of a number of hymns with the same first and last verse - based on chapters of the Epistle of James. This one was written on 21/5/2000. Written for a series of sermons (chapter by chapter) on Sunday nights at South Aston URC


TUNE: HARTS or MONKLAND (HO&N302 or 423), or other 77 77 tune





� Written 11/6/94  See note 120





�  Written 26/6/94. See note 120





�  Written 3/7/94 See note 120





� Written 25/6/2000 to accompany an evening service sermon on Jude.


TUNE: “Sing Hosanna” (MP167, R&S523, H&P492, BP&W530, HO&N153)





�  Written 14/7/96 for one of a series of sermons on Revelation, but extensively rewritten in January ‘97 for this collection.


TUNE: JERUSALEM  (verse 2) (MP438, BP&W30, HO&N31)





� Written for the United People’s Church in Moss Side, Manchester








� Written for the Induction of Rev. Dr. Michael Jagessar as URC minister at Bishop Latimer Church, Winson Green (an Anglican & URC LEP) Each verse was sung as a response to part of the sermon that dealt in turn with the four biblical images of God's call to his church - Salt & light; The Vine; The treasure in clay pots; The Body of Christ. 


TUNE: NOEL, tune for ‘It came upon a midnight clear..’ (MP345, R&S144, H&P108, BP&W168, HO&N253)





� Written for a service at Lea Road URC in Wolverhampton that considered the way we keep trying to make God fit what we want, but never succeed.


TUNE: GREENSLEEVES is a well-known English folk melody in many collections, including books of carols (MP749, R&S170, HO&N542)





� Written 30/12/98 to accompany  worship materials for churches in Birmingham URC District . Churches were invited to think of the great chain of witness stretching from Jesus to us, passing and reshaping a piece of play dough to represent the Gospel then think about what happens now we’ve received it.


TUNE: SINE NOMINE, tune to ‘For all the saints who….’ (MP148, R&S658, H&P814, BP&W478, HO&N134)





� Written 10/5/97 to be the Processional Hymn at the start of an ecumenical pilgrimage service at St. Chad’s R.C. Cathedral in Birmingham. The theme of the service was “Come to Me - now go!”


TUNE: NUN DANKET 67,67,66,66, tune to ‘Now thank we all our God…’ (MP486, R&S356, H&P566(I), BP&W128, HO&N354)





� Written 12/9/98 for a Birmingham URC District Service at South Aston URC that celebrated South Aston URC’s 25th Anniversary, our shared ministry in the city of Birmingham, a member of a Birmingham URC being national moderator of the URC and the 50th Anniversary of the World Council of Churches -still it makes a reasonably logical progression, verse by verse, from church to city to nation to world!


TUNE: EARLY ONE MORNING - an old English folk tune in secular collections





� Written 8/10/98 for the induction of Paul Whittle as ‘District Minister’ of Birmingham URC District at Cotteridge LEP Church. It followed a sermon on the centrality of mission even for a denomination where we're mostly growing older and less confident in our abilities to effectively share  the Gospel with the people of our city.


TUNE: Set to a lively and very singable Zimbabwean version of the Lincolnshire Poacher that can be found in the new Scottish ecumenical hymnbook ‘Common Ground’ as no.62 & in one of the Wild Goose books of World Songs.





� Written in the summer of 2004 for the induction of the new principal of Northern College


TUNE: AIR FALALALO, Rejoice & Sing 637





� Written in January 2007 for the commissioning service or Pat Oliver as a Church Related Community Worker at Tonge Moor URC, Bolton


TUNE: In dulci jubilo (Good Christians all rejoice)





� Written 29/12/96 for the wedding of an older couple who’d both had quite difficult lives before their friendship could result in marriage.


TUNE: CAPETOWN (H&P301(ii), BP&W228(I), HO&N184a)  or CHARITY (MP198, R&S310, H&P301(I), BP&W228(ii), HO&N184)





� Written to be sung by a ‘scratch’ male voice choir on Father’s Day (with important interjections by the women shown in bold type in brackets!). The first line and the central  idea are from a fine hymn by Brian Wren


TUNE: MEN OF HARLECH, a famous Welsh tune in secular collections





� Written 26/7/01 for the baptism of Jadyn Lamey at South Aston URC.


TUNE: the Jamaican folk melody ‘Go mango walk, in some secular collections.


� Written for the Blessing Service for Mia, daughter of Hrin and Liz Kam at Roby URC, Manchester in the spring of 2007


TUNE: THE BARD OF ARMAGH





� Written in January 2007 for a URC Worwhip Book for the 200th Anniversary of the Act t0 abolish the Slave Trade


TUNE: THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD





� Written in the summer of 1998 for a wedding blessing where the couple wanted to sing ‘Majesty’, but we all wanted to bring it ‘down to earth’ as a song that sought Jesus’ help with our lives here and now.


TUNE: MAJESTY (MP454, BP&W57, HO&N327)





� Written for an all-age HARVEST service 


TUNE: MY BONNIE LIES OVER THE OCEAN a well-known children’s song in various secular collections and probably known well enough by most congregations to be sung unaccompanied.





� Written after a visit to see the Lindisfarne Gospels in the British Library whilst preparing a presentation for the Racial Justice Committee of the URC at the General Assembly in Portsmouth in summer 2003 that included reference to the multi-cultural nature of this amazing faith-based work of art and scholarship.


TUNE: ST. COLUMBA (IRISH) (87.87) (R&S448, H&P469, BP&W440, HO&N484A)





� Written in Spring 2007 as a song about biblical hermeneutics


TUNE: "Ye banks & braes o' bonnie Doon"  Church Hym 4 – no.718   DLM
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